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that the debate be adjourned until Wednesday
evening.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMTER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved
that the House at its rising adjourn until
'7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 26th June.

Motion put and passed.
The House adjourned accordingly at 4.4.5
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Death of lMon. E. 0. Henjty-Addre.;-in-Repty-A 4-

Tim PRESIDENT (Ron Sir G. Shenton)
took the chair at 3 o'clock po.

DEATn OF THE HON. E. G. HENTY.

Tinz MINISTER FOR MINE S (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): I deeply regret, Mr. President,
that the first address I should hare to make
would be one of a melancholy character. This
morning I received a telegram f rom the Post
Office, which reads as follows -:-" I beg to re-
port that the Hon. Mr. Ilenty, M.L.C., die
here suddenly last night." ft is signed by Mr.
A. Thompson, Postmaster, Coolgardie. The
late Mr. Henty, as hon. members aire aware,
wan a colleague of mine. He was returned
for the Northern Province at the same election
that 1 was, so that, personally, I deeply
regret the nutfortunate news. It is always
sad to hear of the death even of ac-
quaintances, hut when we come to the dezth
of one who was intimately connected with us,
as Mr. Henty was, one who worked with us
last year, and took an interest in all the mea-
sures that were passed and deliberated upon
for the good of the colony, one who showed
himself in all his bearings to be a thorough
gentleman, and one about whom there was
nothing despicable-I say, Sir, when we hear
of the death of a gentleman of that descrip-
tion, it is the very saddest news that can be
conveyed to uis; and I feel sure al honorable
atembers of this House will join with me in
synsPathising with his friends on the ead

tidings they heard this morning. Mr. Heaty
has done good service to the colony through
his mnercantile transactions. In these he has
endeavoured to develop the colony, and in
carrying the trade into our interior parts, he
has don e as much as a good many, and in con-
sequence our thanks are due to him. Not
only was Mr. Henty well known here, but
portions of his family are well and respectably
known in the other colonies, and they have
been associated with these colonies almost
fronm their inception. I do not know that I
need take up much time in speaking on this

Iad matter. I feel sure, however, that honour-
able members would like to show some respect
for their dead friend, and, under the circumn-
stances, I shall now move that the President
do leave the chair until half-past 2 o'clock this

evening.
THE Hon., J. W. HACKEfl Mr. Presi-

dent,-Asa a strong personal friend of the late
Mr. flenty, perhaps you will allow me to second
the motion which has just been proposed by
the hon. the Minister for Mines. I anm sure I
speak for all the members of this House when I1
say we echo to the fullest, the language hie has
used in regard to our departed friend, and the
terms of regret he has spoken of as to the loss
to this House and to this colony. Mr. Henty's
decease unfortunately makes the first gap by
death in the ranks of this C'ouncil since its
election, tind it is the mere to be grieved at.
because among aLl] the members of this House

we might have selected Mr. Henty as the one
who promised tolive longest, and to work hard-
est, for the good of Western Australia. He was
a man who has left no enemybehiad. I think we
may challenge anyone to find a wrong deed, or
recollect an unfriendly act or any hostile
feeling which is within the memories of
this Legislative Council or elsewhere. And it
is with still greater regret that I have to
mention that he leaves, at a time of his life
when he was young, strong, pronmisingand full
of hope-a wife and family who are I believe
in a peculiarly helpless condition. I beg to
second, with deep regret, the motion of the
hon. the Minister for Mines.

Question put and passed.
'NE PRESIDENT then left the Chair till

7.30 o'clock p.mL.
On resuming,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

ADJOD SNEI DtmIAvs.

THE Hon. J. C. G4. FOULKES: I thiok any
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outside person who is not interested in this
colony will admit from the Speech which was
read by His Excellency the other day, that the
state of affairs in this colony is very much better
than that in any other part of the Australian
dominions. I do not propose to deal with all
the items here. but I think, Sir, that one very
good item is that which refers to the ques-
tion of railways. There I am glad to see it
stated that the revenue for the present
financial year will be not only sufficient to
cover the working expenses, but also to pay
interest, and the sinking fund of the capital
expended in the construction. I think we all
agree that when trade is good, railways are
bound to pay, and that when trade is bad, they
are not likely to pay. Tlhe question whether the
railways are paying or otherwise is one of the
best possible indications of the state of trude,
and here we see that the railways are prac-
ticaly paying the fatll amount that could be
possibly expected from them. I think great
credit should be given to the person who is
resptinsible for the management of these
railways. I am sure every honorable mem-
ber will agicte with me that credit should
be given to the General Traffic Manager.
When that officer arrived in the colony, about
four years ago, there was practically no system
of railway management. There was no proper
organisation, and few, if any, men who had
any knowledge of railway managemeut. Since
then Mr. Davies has practieally re-organised
the service. As I said before, he had no men
who were able to render him proper assistance,
and he was obliged for the first two years to
labour under very great disadvantages; but
at last be hes been able to obtain men from
the other colonies, and I think now he is sup-
ported by a good staff. I would remark, how-
ever, that I think the Department attaches too
much importance to the principle that these
lines should be run upon commercial prin-
ciples. These railways were made not so
much for making money as for opening up
the country, and the Department gives too
much importance to the credit aide of the
ledger. They have neglected to grant a num-
her of facilities asked for, which were only
reasonable, merely because they were afraid
they would lose a few pounds heme and there.
We must remember that unless you give
reasonable railway facilities it is impossible to
open up the country. I see heme, in another
part of the Speech, it is proposed to reduce
some of the charges on agricultural and

pastoral produce to the lowest possible
paying point, and I think every in-
dividual in the country will lbe exceedingly
glad to see that; paragraph. I believe the
Traffic Manager and the Minister will see that
not only are these charges reduced to the
lowest possible point, but that when the
rate are fixed they wiUl send a list of themn
to every settler in the various district, be-
cause I think a great many of them are un-
aware of the facilities . Iready offered for
sending goods by railway. It was only the
other day I learnt. that a parcel could be sent
fr-omn Perth to Buaselton.-adistanccof about 150
miles, for about sixpence. And I think these
farmers, when they arc made aware of the
facilities for sending their produce to a
market, will avail themselves of I he railways
more than they do at present. Sonic time ago
there was an outcry for the reduction of the
charges for sending goods to the various gold-
fields. I hope the Ministry will be firm on
this point and refuse to reduce these charges.
Tlheso people living on the goldields are birds
of passage, and when the goldields are worked
out-and I believe the average life of a gold-
field is, judging by the experience of other
colonieh, about 15 years, these people will leave
the colony and will leave the permanent
settlers to bear the cost of paying off the ex-
penditure in the construction Pf these rail-
ways. The Government have spent thou-
sands upon these goldfields, and these ri-al-
ways have been constructed solely for the
convenience of those people living on
the goldields, and it is only right
that When called upon to give some pro-
portion of the cost of them that they should
do so. It seemse only just that they should
by paying higher freights so pay some
part of the cost of construction, other-
wise they will merely contribute the
small Custom's duty paid at Fremantle on
the tinned meat sent up to them. Another
question which I think is more important
than any otherl-uection in this Spe eb, is the
eanii-ation of the different towns of the colony.
It does not matter bow prosperous we are,
we must reniember the old adage " Health is
far preferable to Wealth." It is a. question
which concerns not only the poor man but the
rich man also, and it means there is a
heavy drain upokn people living in the
towns, who have to bear the in-
creased expense of hospitals, of medicail
attendance and nurses, and in a number of
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cases T know of men who have been im-.
poverished for six months by having to pay the
different expenses incurred through the fever
they have suffered from. Men have been car-
ried off and have left wives and families who
are wholly dependent upon the charity of their
friends. Medical authorities are all agreed
that in Perth next summer, unless the question
of saustation is considered and great improve-
ments are effected, we shall be in a much
more unisatisfactory state than in the past.
I notice a clause in this Speech1-Clause 24-
which says. "1this matter is being conmsidered
by the Government, my Ministers are anxious
to assist all local efforts, and a contour
Survey of Perth is now being carried out with
the ohject of enabling reliable estimateas to be
prepared for any drainage or other works that
may be necessary in connection with the sani-
tation of the metropolis." Well, Sir, I hardly
think that seemns definite enough. This ques-
tion ought really to have been considered some
time ago, and I hope before this Session closes
we shall have a full and definite scheme for
the drainageof the cityand other towns of the
colony. The Government must be fully ac-
quainted with what is going on. I hope they
will see that the health of the people is of
more importance than material prosperity. I
I do rot think I have any more to add. I think
we can only say, that when this Speech is re-
corded in time to come, it will he seen that
since we have had Responsible Government we
can congratulate ourselves upon the state of
this Colony, now in the fourth year after we
have had Responsible Government.

THE Rom. F. T. CROWDER: In rising to
support the motion before the House, I have
much pleasure in congratulating the Govern-
ment on the sound financinl position of the
colony, as shadowed forth in the Speech of Hlia
Excellency yesterday. It is not my intention
to go through it item by item, but I shall deal
with the more important points contained in
it. Firstly I will allude to Clause 4, which re.
fae to the Federal Council.* which met at
Hobart in January last. In my opinion Feder-
ation is simply a fed. As faras Western Ann.
tralia. is concerned, we have everything to lose
and nothing to gain by it, and I consider that
the money voted for sending the delegates to
the Convention, was money simply thrown
away ; mn especially do I consider this so
when I remember that part of it went to
pay the expenses of that patriotic gentlemen
-the lion. Mr. Hackett. I deeply regret that

he is not here to hear my remarks, but no doubt
he will have bhe pleasure Of reading them in
his own paper to-morrow. After leaving this
colony and shaking the dust off his feet, little
did he think of the people he had left behind
to suffer the heat and burden of the day, for if
he is reported properly, he is credited with
advising the people of South Australia to fin-
mediately make the line to Coolgardic and
thereby secure the wholc of thegoldields' trade.
It never seemns to have struck hill, that hie Was
simply robling the people of this colony by
advocating that this step be taken. Pro-
bably, however, the bon. gentleman never
expected the remarks to be published. No
doubt he considered that the reporters there
would treat him in the same way that the
reporters of the hon. gentleman's paper treat
the speeches of lion. members of this House.
However, after expending the money. I am
glad to see that theGovernment has come tothe
conclusion that Federation is not wanted, and
I trust that there will be no more money spent
in the same way-spent on whati call simply
a fad. The next item [ have to deal with is that
contained in Clause5, and I will only refer to the
last three lines of it. Itsays: "The surveys for
the railway from Donnybrook to Bridgetown
area in hand, and the necessary Bill to provide
for its construction wvill be submitted for your
approval." Hon. members will bear in mind
that last Session my objection to making this
line was based on the fact that it was a railway
towards Bridgetown and not to Bridgetown.
Now we are told that the line is to go to
Bridgetown. If that be so I shall vote for it;
but Dot otherwise. That was what I said last
Session, and it is my opinion now. IRow the
lion. Mr. Burges can reconcile his remarks
of yesterday with those of last Session
is more than I can understand. On the
4th October last, Mr. Surges, in an excel-
lent speech when sending my motion, pointed
out that there were only 274 acres of wheat, 68
acres of oats, 029 acres of hay, and 94 acres of
orchard and vineyard-in all 1,130 acres, under
cultivation, and he said he was opposed to the
Government epending, this money for the bene-
fit of people who had only about 1,000 acres
under cultivation. He went on to smy (I will
quote hisl own words) :" When all the
country on existing lines is let out as
agricultural areas, we shall have plenty
of land to go on with for the next 20
years without constructing further lines of
Railways to open up new country." Further
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on he said :-"There is an enormous amount of
poison country through which this line will go,
and the Government have no right; to construct
a Railway for the benefit of those who hold
the land." I Ask bon. members whether the posi-
tion has in any way changed since last October,
when this Speech Was madeP It may be that
since I hare been awa3 from the colony
the trees in this district -which, according to
the lion, muember, took hair-a-day to walk
round, and the ground which cost £2100 ain
acre to clear, have been swept away by a Willy-
Willy.

Tiux Hox R,. G. Bvirss: Read that from
iI215(Lrd.

'J'n How. F. T. CROWDER: I will give the
hon. gentleman a qu-otation of his own in a
minute or two, which will take him il t his
tune to answer. I want toi find out wuiaLt has
turned the hon. gentleman's opinion. Yesterday
he said (and I amn quoting from the ifunsard
report) :-'As regards the railway line from
Donnybrook to Bridgetown, I ama rather in a
fix about it, because last year I was one of 1-s
greatest opponents on the ground that I did
not think it was justified. I aked that it
might stand over until this year. With the
present state of the finances I shall not be
opposed to it, and I hope and trust we shall be
Able to constructL many more Railways through
agrieulairal districts, or branch lines into
them." No doubt the loomline from York to,
Southerns Cross is what is referred to. Further
on he says:-We know that we arc greatly de-
pendent on our goldfields, but they may give
out, and we should endeavour to have sonme-
thing to fall back upon. There is enough good
agricultural land in the Eastern Districts to
supply twice our present population." In his
speech in October, the honorahle gentleman
pointed out that there was enough land along
existing railways to meet the supply for the
next twenty years, end even yesterday he
Admitted that in the Eastern Districts there is
still enoungh land to supply twice the present
population, and yet he now says that more
railway lines are required. There is, however,
one thing I am glad of, and that is, that he
cannot conscientiously vote for the loop-line
from York through the Greenhils (although
I se his name Among a deputation on the
subject), because he has told us that there is
twenty years' supply of land, and that it is
not necessary to open any more up at present.
Now I coime to Clause 6, Which refers to the
developments at the Collie. 1 am not aware

that any fresh developtuen tslhave taken place.
With several members of this House I was at
the Collie when the Government invited
members to attend. The coal I saw there was
very good of its sort-indeed it was better
than the first surface show ; but unless it has
altogether Altered it is not a commercial coal.
I would remind lion. mnembers that this field
cannot run away, and I maintain that the
Government should prove that coal exists

*before building a, line. By coal, I mean the
coal of coinmerco, and not that which the
Governntt are now using at a east of
£2 a ton, -when they can import good 'New-
castle cnnl and land it at Freman tle for £1 a
ton. So far as I sin concerned, if the Govern-
ment can prove by 'boring that. true coal exists,
I shall be, with other lion, members, only too
glad to support the construction of the line:.
but I cannot do so Unless it is shown that the
coal is of comnmercial value. The Governm ent
will not be doing right in my opinion by
running a railway to the Collie to supply their
own railways with coal. A coalfield to be of
any use must lbe such that we shall have
ships cowning here to loa with the article
produced1i but no steamer would ever buy the
coal that is now being obtained. In regard to
itemi 7, 1 amn glad to find that it is at last pro-
posed to go in for deep boring. ft struck me
when r first read that paragraph that the
Govetrnent had fallen out with the Geologist.
It seemis to have taken. five years to fall out with
the gentleman, and I blame him for the fact
that deep boring has not been cmmenced.
long ago on the fields. One thing has struck
ine in regard to our goldfields, and that is that
no reliable cstimate is forthcoming as to the
gold obtained. The other Australian Colonies
have spout hundreds of thousands of pounds

in avertising so as to get immigration, but
here we have one of the grandest advertise.

Imeats that could be had, and we are losing
sight of it altogether. I referred to this matter
last session. At present the Government have
no means of arriving at an estimate of the
gold obtained in the colony, and thousands of
ounces leave our shores which we have no
knowledge of. At the present moment the

fepibythe miner is £21 a year. If this
fee padn by with, and a license fee of 6d.

or Is. charged, and atax of 6d. or Is. per ounce
levied on geld, with a fins of £250, together
with forfeiture of the gold. and six months
imprisonment for not declaring it, we should
then be able to get at a proper estimate of
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what is taken from the ground. Unless some
stringent meatsures of this kind are taken, we
Shall never know how much gold is being ob-
tained in the colony. In regard to para
graph 8 of the bpeech I must congratulate the
Government on the steps they have taken to
open up the Dandas goldfield. It has been a
long time coming, but any steps which, may he
taken in this direction will repay the country,
for there is no doubt from info'rmation received
that there are vastgold minesthere. NowlIcome
to paragraph 12 dealing with the Fremnantle
Harbour Works. This work was conuenced
before any member of the present House wast
elected, and of course bon. members are, there-
fore, in no way responsible for them. I may
be a pessimist, but I think it will lie proved in
the course of five years or so that in them we
have a mill stone round our rnks, and I say
so because all the money spent will not lead to
the production of a single bushel of wheat, or
induce, the tillage of one ncre of soil. The
whole of thi-. work, on which thousands of
pounds are being spent, is being done on the
reputation of one man. His reputationimay be
good, but it will be a Sorry day for Western
Australia if we aire left with the
reputation and the loss of one and a half
millions of money. Even the Frenmantle
people, to whom this money was voted a" a sop,
will lie sorry for it, because I think everyone
will agree that, if this hiarbour is once opened,
the ships will pass by the present port and
come up the river to Perth. In ten years'
time, if the harbour is open, we shall see the
Steamers alongside the wharves of Perth. With
regard to paragraph 14 1 agree that the dredge
at Princess Rioyal harbour has done good work,
but still I think we shall find it necessary to
keep it there. only last week the Orotarn
camne in stirring up the mud, and the captains
gcn-rally are afraid of running on their
anchors. A Survey of the harbotur is, I believe,
being made, and I am sure, if the Government
find it necessary, they will keep the dredge
there and continue the work. Comning to the
reference to the Estimnates contained in para-
graph 18. I hope when they come before us,
we shall find that the Government has
put down a sumn for testing the coal de-
posits at Albany. I do not ask this on
account of Albany, but in the interests
of every part of the colony. So far as T have
Seen, the indications there are far Superior to
those at first seen at the Collie. Although
the Geologist reports against them, I believe

good coal will be found there. I do not ask
the Government to give sufficient to raise
1,000 tons of coal at 10s. a ton, or to cart
another 1,000 tons at 30a. a ton, but I do ask
them to test the coal. Private enterprise will
do the rest. I might point out that 1 do0 not
ask this as a favor in order to compensate for
the shifting of the port of call for the mail
steamers from Albany to Fremnantle, because
to my wind that is laughable. 'The Eastern
colonies have been struggling for nmnny years
to get their mails S fast as possible, and I sin
sure they will not tolerate a delay of 16 bouts,
Simply for the sake of allowing this Govern.
ment to carry out its ideas of centralization,
and it is more laughable still to imagine
a P. & 0. boat coming into Fremantle,
even when the harbour is complete. I think
Sir Jamnes Lec-Steere wast right, when he said
that if she cante in and tried to get out She
would break her back in the attempt. While
speaking on the Subject of the Estimates, I
think it would be as well if a Sumn of money
were placed on them to procure a good archi-
tect for the colony. If the Post Office at
Albany is a Sample of the best work that can
be produced by the present slaff, the money
will be well spent. It is quite impossible to
explain the butilding, but I would advise ay.
one going to Albany imot to conic away, without
seeing it. The floors must have been an after-
thought, for the iron piles holding thou, are in
the centre of many of the windows, and what
is worse, the stone for the building hine been
imported. Side by side with it is the old Post
Office, which has stood for thirty or forty
years, and the stone for which was quarried in
Albany. It is, even now, better looking and
sounder stone than the imported. 'There aire
some people who consider nothing any good
unless it is imported. I had the curiosity to
ask why the stone was imported, and I
was told that the local stone was too soft. No
doul t my informant thought that 1,aelse, was
very soft to believe it. All that is now re-
quirel for it is a 2Oft. ditch and adrawbridge;
then it iscomplete. I enter my strong protest
against the Government importing anything,
whether it be stone or anything else whicht can
be procured in the colony. I now come to item
19 which refers to the large increase in the
revenue; butl seenonmention madleastothe
repeal of the Stock Tlax. For my part I con-
Sider the imposition of this Stock Tax an i-i
qjuity. The price of meat at the present day
is ridiculous. In Sydney, the other day, I took

[COUI'TCIL.] Addres"ii-Reply.



Addess(n-epl. 16 Jic: 185.]Address-i a-Bephi. 35

the trouble to walk into some of the leading
butchers' shops. I found that Olbs of beef steak
could be had for 6d., and thatmutton was from
11d. tolId. perthb. Here it is from 9d. to fGd.
per lb.. and mighty tough at that.

Tat lioN. ". bloKatNAw - Federation is the
remedy.

Tim loN. F. T. CROWDER: I do not know
that the butchers make anything out of the
Stock Tax, for I know one firm in Perth and
Fremantle who, during the last 12 months,
turned over.£40,000 aud only made £800 pro-
fit. I consider that the Government could
well do away with this tax. If they cannot,
then they should put on the Estimates a suffi-
cient sum to provide a chilled meat establish-
ment, such as exists in the other colonies. The
reason I find that meat is not sent here isthat
it must be sold immediately on arrival, where-
as if a chilling establishment existed, a stock
could be kept, and meat kept down to its
proper price. So far as tinkering with the
Tariff is concerned I am against it at present.
I think it would be far better, although we are
prosperous, to keep the Tariff as it is, until we
are certain of our prosperity. I do not think
anyone in Western Australia can say as yet
that 'we are certain of it. if tho Government
have too much money, let them use it in build-
ing- jetties, so that the stock in the North
can be shipped. Not long ago a gentle-
man told me he had 10,000 fat wothers,
which he could not get down because the
steamer ould not come alongside the jetty.
For the present I shall oppose any tinkering
with the Tariff. In regard to item 21. 1 mnst
congratulate the Government on their de-
termination to increase the telegraph com-
munication. It has been a matter of reproach
to us that the working of the lines has not
been satisfactory, but I think the adjacent
colony is as much to blame as we are, and I
think the Government is doing what is fair by
building the line half-way. In regard to the
lowering of the railway freights, I quite
agree with the desire of the Government to
reduce the prices for conveying agricultural
produce, but T do object to any alteration in
the charges on the goldields' railways. I saw
a report in the papers that the Commissioner
of Railways had agreed to lower the rates from
1et. July next. To me this seems hardly lair,
when we remember that when a deputation
waited on him sometime ago he refused to
alter the tariff. I Maintain that these
goldfields' railways should pay not only

the interest and working expenses, but
also a sinking fund which will pay off
the priacipal in fromn 20 to 30 years. If it
is the intention of the Government to lower
the rates I shall oppose it as far as I can, be-
cautse we cannot compare these with agricul-
tural lines. We must remember, too, that the
goldfields' train to Southern Cross has to leave
Northam with seven or eight trucks of water,
which come back empty, and that there is no
return freight on the l ine. If there was, per-
haps the present rates might be lowered. As to
the removal of the Railway Workshops I think
most people who have taken the trouble to
visit them will agree that they mnust be moved;
still, until 'it is proved to me that it is impos-
sible to obtain sufficient land in Fremantle, or
close to Fremantle, I shall strongly oppose the
removal. Apart from the question of vested
interests, I have made all the 6nquiries I can,
and I find that most engineers agree that for
cheap and effective management the work-
shops of the colony ought to ho at a port. In
South Austral ia they have been shifted from
Adelaide to Islington, and here we propose to
shift them inland; but the day will conme, as it
has in the other colonies, that another
huge outlay will have to be made to shift
themn back. It seems strange if there be no
land at or near Fremantle to which they can
be shifted. I consider there is plenty of land,
and I shall strongly oppose the removal. I ami
sorry to find in the list of Bills mentioned in
paragraph 17, that an amendment, or rather
consolidation, of the Wines and Spirits Act, is
not alluded to. There are thirteen or four-
teen amendments to the present Act, and not
even the lawyers, let alone the publicans, can
understand thema. I trust the Government.
will take some steps in this matter, and bring
in an Act under which publicans will be treat -
ed as honest citizens, which is not the case new.
I might point out one or two features which
should be introduced. The schedule of fees
should be placed on a sliding scale; but as it is
now, no matter what may be the position of

the hotels, all have to pay the same fees. An
hotel license should also be defined. Another
most important matter is that with
regard to the bottlinig of spirits.
In South Australia every bottle of spirits
sold must have affixed to it a label giving the
amne of the person who bottled it and where it
was bottled. I shall bring this matter for-
ward again, and I can then refer to several
other matters which require to be dealt with.
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1 note th~at nothing is foreshadowed in the
Speech with the reference to an alteration of
the Education Act, and I must congratulate
the Government on standing firm in regard to
thisquestion. When in theothercolonies I made
enquiries and I found that they are groaning
under the burden of free education, In Bouth,
Australia it costs £170,000 a year. Tlhe
schoois there were originally built for the
benefit of the middle and poorer' classes, but
now the children of the rich attend, and con-
sequently the poorer children do not get that
attention which they should do. In discuss-
ing this matter with onc of the highest autlior-
ities in South Australia, I found that so
deeply did he reel on the question, that he
thought the best thing they could do was to
give all the teachers 12 months' notice, and
after that give then, the right to use the
schools and make their own charges. In this
way £170,000 a year would be saved to the
colony. If we institute a sinilar system.
before long the people will cry out against the
burden upon the revenue. No douht the cry
raised is simply a religious one, and those who
raise it deserve no good at the hands of their
fellow men. There is one other matter I
would like to refer to. I notice in the other
colonies sides are taken in the Legislative
Council for and against the Government. I
think a Council should be free and independ
ent as regards their position towards the
Ministry. So tar as I am concerned I am
perfectly independenit, and I shall always
support any measures which are Iroughi
forward in the interests of law mid good
government, and shall reserve my right to
criticise any measures, no matter by whom
brought forward, which are not in the interests
of the colony. Before sitting down I may say
I am very curious to see how the hon.
gentleman who occupies the position of leader
oF the Government in this Chamber is going
to get over the position he took uip last ses-
sion against the Government on the Collie
and Bridgetown Railway Bills. It seems to
me that only yesterday the bon. gentleman
was using strong language against the papers
because they refused to publish his remarks,
which were very strong against these miU-
ways, notwithstanding that he offered to pay
for their publication. In a day or two the
hon. gentleman will have not only to bring
forward the measures, but he will have to
champion them, and he will then be sorry that
the pull isber of Ifansard did not serve him

in the same way that thepapers did. For lay
part I do not think we have anything to
thank the hon. member f',r in accepting the

Iposition of fifth Minister in the Cabinet, in-
Istead of second position -a position which the
Minister in this House is entitled to hold, Ile

*has not added to the dignity of the House.
THEiir MNirnsa FRo MINES (Hon. E. Hi.

Wittenooni): It was hot offered to toe.
THE lRON. C A. PIESSE :In rising to sup-

Iport the Address moved and seconded by the
* o01. Mr. UcLarty and the Iton. Mr. Borges,
I would like to point out that it gave mne
very great pleasure and great pride-Austra-
liant pride-in my heart at the opening of Par-
liamnent the other day to hear Hiis Excellency's
Speech. When I say Australian pride, I say
it in a Federated sense, because I look forward
to the time when we shall have becomenagreat
colony. This question of Federation is one
which at tlhe present time 'ye are not fit to
enter into, for the simple reason that we can-
not allow ourselves to be submerged, as it
were, to be done out of our rights, as we should

*be mereit not for Protection. All the other
colonies would rush in here it Federation were

I entered into, because Federationasimph means
IFreetrade. There is no doubt about it, it is
one of those things-although we don't want
it mentioned just now-we look forward to in
the future as one of the great steps which will
make us a reat nation, which the world will
respect. We are not ready for it yet.
and if we were to adopt it we should
be simply driven out of oar own lands.
As the Hon. Mr. Borges put it, our farmers
would have to leave their land and go to the
goldfields. I am, very glad may colleague, the
Hon. Mr. Crowder, has referred to the matter
of the dredger and the horing for coal
at Albney. It seen's to me that the
matter of this lending Albany a dredger and a
borer, is one that has too much of the poor re-
lation about it. We ought to give Albmay a
dredger permanently until all the diffi-

Iculties are done away with. We should give
them a borer also until they prove that coal
exists in the district, or that it does not.
Albany is one of the best ports in Australia, I
might almost say the very best harbour in
Aust-a!ia, not even excepting Sydney. because
we know that heavy storms arise in Sydney
harbour and that is the only harbour in Aus-
trudia which can compare with Albany. There-

Ifont, I dothiink that the Government, so far as
taking away the dredger is concernied, should
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reconsider the matter and should pause before
they take a step which is likely to do Albany
great injury. If steamners. stir uo the mudI
there, it must be 6lear to all that the work for
the dredger is still not yet completed. There
is no doubpt that with the funds in hand we
can afford to leave this dredger at Albuany for
a considerable time, and for u y part I hope tbe
Government wilt consider this matter twice
before they decide to take it away. 'lhenialso
with regard to the borer I hope they will find
funds to bore for coal, and prove whether it
does or does not exist there. 'Those are ques-
tions which the Government should take into
consideration, as they are to the interest of the
whole colony, and although I mention Albany.
it is because [ look upon it as in such a posi-
tion that work done there must benefit the
whole colony, esyecielly in the way of veal
discoveries and harbour improvements. An-
other thing touched upon in this Speech
is the establishment of a fortnightly ser-
vice of steamers between Albany and
Eaporance Bay, This, in my opinion,
sh~ould be aL weekly service, but it is a step in
the right direction. I1 ho time has arrived for
a weekly service, and if we want a trade with
Esperance Bay we shall have to offer increased
communication between Albany and that port.
The Government will also have to take into
consideration the matter of the construction
of a railway from Esperance Bay to Dundee.
The: e is no doubt the discoveries in the
vicinity of Ijundas demand that a railway
shall be made. This is one of the matters
which will have to be considered at a very early
stage. With regard to the Agricultural Bank,
I ani sorry that, living in the diqtrict I do,
the benefits offered by that Ban k do not reach
us. It does net apply to our district generally,
as it does not apply to the land of the West
Australian Land Company, which Company
owns most of the land in our district. I should
have liked to see sone. scheme whereby the
privileges of t is Bank would bhave been ex-
tendedto us. With regard to the lighthouses,
I hope the Government will obtain the very
best appliances possible. I notice that
older cotuntries are palling down their
lighthouses and budlding new ones, with
better appliances, and, considering
the very large amount of trade which
passes up and down our coast, I think we
should hsive the very best lights obtainable
at the various points. 1 trust, therefore, that
the question of expense will not be

taken into consideration when. determining
upon the nature of these shining lights,
I em glad to see that for the beeft of mny
northern friends it is intended to open up
Stock routes. For my part I cannot see why
if meat can be bought in the Colonies, as the
N~on. Mr. Crowder says, 9 lbs. of beefsteak for
sixpence, it should be so much dearer here.
Taking the Stock Tax, and aassniing a beast to
weigh, say 800 lbs., the duty is less than a half-
penny per pound, and if you put the duty aside it
should be delivered here at one penny a pound,
so there is plenty of margin after we pay the
duty to have meat far cheaper than we have
without touching this small tax. The tax on
sheep is higher, taking the weight of a sheep at
40 lbs., and the tax at2.. 6d. a head which is
still less than a penny.

TaxE Hoaq. E. McLABTY: The sheep weigh
60 pounds.

Tan M1os. C. A. PIZESSE: Then calling it
60lts. the tax would only be halfpenny a
pound. We see, therefore, that the Stock
Tax is not a very heavy item. That is the
proper way to look at this matter, and those
who would sacrifice a great industry for the
sake of a halfpenny tax are iureasonable, and
have not the good of the country at heart.
This question must be mat in at different way
than by taking off this poor little tax. In
Tasmania the tax is £2 10s. per head, and
there they are importing thousands of cattle
from New South Wales. Therefore I do think
our tax is a very small one, and in the
interest of the Northern settlers I hope it will
not be removed. With regard to the Fre-
mantle harbour works, I have had an opportu-
nity of ecin3g these works, and l am very glad
to see the manner in which they have pro-
gressed. I wish we could persuade those
pessimists who decry these works to visit tbem,
and I am sure they would go away with a good
idea of them if they are reasonable men. I
think it one of the best works ever undertaken
for our colony, and would justify even more
taxation than wve shall have to pay for it.
They may cost a toillion pounds, but we can
count upon their bringing millions in return
for the outlay. I mighit tell you that r1
was somewhat against these works at one
time, but moy mind was open to conviction.
I was very mouch nstonished to see the strength
of the works, and, therefore, I do think it
would pay those who are prejudiced against
themn to visit these works and see for them-
,zelves their strength. The object is not to

[26 JuNz. 1895.]Address-in-Raply.
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benefit Fremantle, so much as to open up
our beautiful river. If the other colonies
had suick a river they would do the same as we
are doing. Look, for instance, at the Ya~rra,
and the magnificent steamers that pass up
from Port Melbourne to Melbourne. I hope
to see shipping in this river. 1 do not see
that Fremantle will lose much by it. My
friend, the Hon. Mr. Crowder, looks upon it as
a matter which should not take place. For
my part, I think it would be a very grand
thing for its tosee shipping opposite us in Pe-rth
water, even though it would entail a certan
amount of lass to Fremantle. With regard to
the Government bringing in new Bills [ would
like to sea a Bill brought in for a, railway to
serve the Williams. These Williams settlers
for very many years have been cut off from
railway privileges. I do not think any other
body of settlers in the colony would have sat
down so quietly and put up with the incon-
venience that theoy have put up with. We all
know that the Willioms is one of the oldest
settled districts in Western Australia,aadlI do
think it would be only giving these people
tardy jastice to give them a branch line connec-
ting with the South Western Railway. I cannot
ay which would be the best route, bat should

I say one that would go to Perth in the
shortest distance would be the best. I would
have liked to see, some promise of a dock for
Albany. It is our only fortified Port and the
only one justified in asking for a dock. At
any tunec a war might break out in which we
should he to a certain extent implicate-d, and
it is only right, that in the event of repairs
being wanted, steamers should be able to go

'into Albany for them.
AN HON. Mnrnxait Perhaps the enemy

might go in.
THE HorN. C. A. PIESSE: The port is

fortified and they could net. I wvould also
have liked to seen another matter touched
upon, and that is the purchase of the
Great Southern and Midland Railways.
I inest say I am very sorry my hon.
friend, Mr. Crowder, avoided this question,
although at election time he wade it a step to
secure the votes of a number of -ettlers in our
district. I have raised this question because I
am disappointed at the hon. Mr. Crowder not
bringing up this matter. He promised our
people faithfully he would advocate the
pturchase of this railway. At simuply amounts
to) this, he used it merely as a means of getting
theirvotes. This railway, the Creat Southern.

is the finest in the Colony, it is well constructed
and well finished, and the whole thing is in
thorough good order; therefore I do think the
Government should try and take it over.

Ant HorN. Mssrneaz It will not pay.
THE HorN. C. A. VIESSE:. f twill pay. The

time will come when the line will pay well.
If it ever comes to pass that the Government
dotake over the railway, I would like them to
take over the employees who have proved
themselves able to work the line economically
and well. I hope steps will be immediately
taken by the Government to open up negotia-
tions and to have the lines placed under offer
to thew. It will be admitted that these are
the two best lines in the colony, and in time to
comie we shall have to pay twice the amount
for them that we could purchase them for
to-day. My object is to open up the country and
to get the lines at a time when we can do so
cheaply. I think it is 'the duty of the
Government to enquire into the matter, and if
possible to take steps which will open up these
three wilion acres of land, With regard to
the itucreased revenue, and the prospects of
the Government, I would have liked to have
s~een ab Bill brought in for the erection of new
Parliament Houses. It seemed to me, yesterday,
when members of the other House came down
here, that they looked exactly like a lot of
vothers put in a pen for a certain time until

they were looked over. lIt seemedI to be a west
undignified position, and I hope hon. members
will be unanimously in favor of erecting new
Houses, something that we can be proud of, and
souietliing we can treat peuple in ts we should
wish to do.

THE HOrN. F. TI. CROWDERm: These are quite
geed enough.

Thx H:oz;. C. A. PIESSE;] Not at eall. Our
Supreme Court is another matter which
we all take pride in. We make lawsi from this
place, and we shoald like to see them adminis-
tered in asaitsable building. As a country mem-
ber, I hope that the Government will see their
way to build both these Houses oat of surplus
revenue. I am glad to see that the Ecelesias-
tictikl Grant is a matter that is likely to be set-
tled. I do hope it will he set at rest this3
time and that the Government will deal with
the Churches iii a liberal manner. I was very
much astonish ad to hear the Hon. M~r. Crowder
and the Ron. Mr. Barges take exception to the
alterat ions which the Government propose to
make in the Tariff Act.. The Governmentpro-
pose to reduce the duties upon articles in

[COUVem.) Ad4ress-in-Reply,
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general use, Dot capable of being produced in
the colony, and I think it is a most reasonable
idea. Tea, sugar, and simila things we shall
never be able to produce here. We want to
increase the duty upon things we can produce
here, and, whilst things are so flourishing, it is
our duty to take the duties off things which
we cannot lproduce. T hey say it will open up
the 'I ariff Act. I do not see how we can
reduce the duties without opening up
the Tariff Act. They fear it because of
the duty en flour and chaff, but the
Government do not propwo to take off the
duty on things which can be produced in the
colony. The time will come when the same
over-production as is in the other colonies
will trouble us here, but let us; now take oif
taxes upon those things we cannot produce,
and bear the taxes upon these things which we
can produce. I must admit myself I have
seen meat sold at three-halfpence and one
penny per pound in shops in Sydney, and there
is no doubt about it, that if we protect this
country for a certain time we shall se the
samie thing here. I am very surry to see there
is such an objection to these reductions.
I should have thought it would be a
very popular idea. I hope those who ex-
press their aisapproval of it will reconsider
the matter. With regard to the reduction of
the railway rates, this does not seei to mae to
go far entough ;it will benefit the consumer
more than the producer. 'There is no doubt
about it our farmers cannot produce m3eat and
pay the rents they do for their land. We have
thousands of acres of land that will carry a

sheep to the acre. I have proved it, but it will
not pay t* take up upon the present terms.

THEs HON. R. 0. Busoss: For how long.
ThaE Hex. C. A. PIESSE~ -For a year or until

sold. The Government should encourage these
people to clear their land, and the poison
land especially. The Government propose to
establish markets and cold storage in
Perch, but nothing is said about Albany and
other towns. It seems to me that one of the
principal means of bringing produce into our
cities and towns and thus enabling the working
men to get things cheap, is to establish cold
storage in all towns of the colony. If I had
10 lambs I could kill them and put them in a
cold storage car, and sell them at a lower rate
than could otherwise be done. This would in-
duce people to send their produce to market.
At present it is impossible to send butter to
market, and it does not pay tomnake it, for if you

put it in the train it melts away and runs oat
Of the casks. With regard to the railway rates
to the goldfields, I do think if these are found
to be unduly excessive wre should reduce them,
Theso people on the goldfields are striving
hard to open up an industry there just us we
agriculturists are doing. In conclusion I
have to thank hon. members for the patient
hearing they have given me.

THE HoN. Hf. DMcKERNAN: In listening to
the very interesting speeches to which the
House has been treated on the Address-k-.
Reply, and particularly the spech of one
honorable member to-night, I am reminded of
someth-ing which occurred in this House
during last session. I quite forget for the
woment what the measure was that was before
the House at the time, but the then Colonial
Secretary referred to myself as being the .
Only Member sitting in Opposition. Until
then I wase not aware that there was any
Opposition in this House, and I entirely en-
dorse mhe statement mnade by the honorable
Mr. Crowder, thuat there should be no Oppo-
sition, cud that members should approach all
legislative mutters in a free and open way,
w ith oine desire to prom ote the best in terests
of the colony. I am also reminded in listen-
ing co these speoeheq of something which alIso
occurred in this House, and that is the high
ideal placed before the minds of honorable
members by you, Sir, and I think also the
honorable Mr. Hackett, that members should
eschew all parochial mnatters. That, however,
has not been the case on the present occasion.
Every member who has spoken so far has
alluded to small matters, which concern his
own particular province, and which he wished
to bring under the notice of the Government.
I amn pleased to be in a position to say that
such i3 not the case with meo, and I am happy
to state that I am able to approach matters
which are brought before the House in a spirit
of impartiality, which I hope to see emulated
by all hon~orable members. If there is any
doubt in the minds, of honorable muem-
bers ne to which side of the House
I belong, or ay notion that I am

Iin opposition, that notion will be disabused
rather abruptly after what I am about to
say. I must join in the congratulations% Of
prev ious speakers on the satisfactory condition
of affairs within the colony at the present

time. If we are blessed with a good financial

position we are at liberty to express an un-
biassed view on the Speech before as. Little,

Address-in-ft4pty. (26 JUNE, 1885.3
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I am sure, can ho said against the great
amount of work contained in this Speech,
and if the country han been hungering for it,
surely, Sir, we find now we have got it, matter
for contemplation andl thought enough to oc-
eupy our attention for one session of Parlia-
went. Perhaps the Government are right to
give such a prominentpoidtion to the Federa-
tion of the Colonies as thoy have done, and I
hope no hon. member will consider after what
Iam about to say with regard to Federation,
that I am at faddist. I amo a "federidt." I
hopo no one sill say I amn a faddist. I shall
approach this matter in a calm and impartial

spirit. TIhe argument inade use of in dealing
with item 12 was 91I6s. of beef steak for Gd. The
gentleman who delivered that information to
the House is not a federationist, but he will
admit that if Meh. can be had for ad. uinder
Federation, the people of Western Australia
will reap similar advantages. lint it is said
in paragraph 4 that under existing cirTUn-
stances the question is not a pressing one with
this colony. That is all very weoll. It is not
because most people aire of opinion that West-
ern Australia stands to lose more than she Olin
gain by becoming por tion of the Federal do-
minion, but that when people are educated tip
to the advantages of Federation they will find
that Australia will be a gaiiner, and when they
come to experience the advanitages they will be
glad thntatthi ear-ly pcriodof our history they
had said they were in favor of Federation. As
has been truly said our markets would be over-
run withfproduce. thlat is 0110 drawback, bit
it is only a teinporay onke, aundwith thc equal-
ization of the production in all the colonies,
the people of Western Austtalia, would, in the
end, undoubtedly benefit.

THE lioN. C. Ei. Dniotm-m Import every-
thing?

THE HON. H. MdcKERNAN : Under
Federation there would be no ouch thing as
importing, for there would be the advantages
of free and mutual exchange.. The people of
Australia would undoubtedly stand to one
a"other, and there would be no loss by Federa-
tion. In referenceeto parugraph 5, wichsttes
that the survey of the Donnybrook rail way is
in hand, and that a Bill will be submitted to
us authorising its construction, I musisay that
I think the manner adopted by the Govern-
ment to provide the funds has been somewhat
peculiar. It will be within the recollection of
hon. members how these funds were obtained,
and it is unnecessary for me to remind them

of the method adopted by the Governmnent. I
do not think, however, that it is very probable
they will over get a Railway through Paria-
mient again as, they have done this one. In
regard to the contemplated line to the Collie,
I mnay perhaps have ideas which willI not be
acceptable to the majority of hon. meombers.
I hold it is not the duty of the Govern-
went to lay down this line. If a deposit of
real1 is there, and to my mind tbeim is a, very
satisfactory deposit, it is the duty of the
Government to lease the propep ty to private
enterprise which would construct the Railway
and deal with the coal. When leasing I need
not explain that it is the duty of the (4overn.
vient to use every precaution to protect the
interests of the Colony by securing a royalty.
In regard to paragraph 7, we are told that the
gold industry is in at very flourishing condi-
tion. This many not always be the case, and
an idea has occurred to ine by which we maty
aid the industry in at very effective manner.
We knowv that when the head of the Govern-
ment Jelivers an important speech, ime tire
found to have it cabled to London. It makes
n, good imipression and is a very good thing
for the Colony, and I think we might use the
cable for the purpose of sending to London
our gold returns, so that they could be pub-
lishedt in the financial papers for the guidance
of British investors. An innovation in
this Colony is that known as the Agri-
cultural flank. I wi's tinder the imapression
it was a Land Blankr, but it Reems it
is not. However, it is pleasing to know, that
it is working very successfully, although we
have no return before uts to show what is
being does. It seems that the institution is
adnurably administered, although only in one
part of the colony. Perhaps there has not
been time lor its patronage to have been ex-
tended further. If that is so, I ,i' willing to
give further time for its development. Now
item 16. A Mint is always attractive, and it
is an institution which has " caught on," in
the opinion ot the people of WVestern Aim-
train. No doubt with large and regular re-
turns of gold, a Mlint uay, greatly add to outr
prestige, but we know that in addition to the
first outly, an expenditure of about £ltttIO a
year will be necessary for its np-keep. Are
the advantages worth that ? Considering the
future possibility of an eariy Federation of the
colonies. I think the Mint is a mistake, becaume,
unader the altered state of things of the future,
only one Mint will be required-a Federal
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Ment. The next item I will allude to is UUM-
ber 17. 1 find, amiong other thlings, that we
are promise(] an Amiendlment of the Electoral
Law. Of course we do not know in whatlirec-
tion it isintend~d to alter the Act, but Iventre
to express the hope that some clause will be
found in it embodying the principle of pay-
ment of imeimbers. If that is done, I aiia sure
ho,,. members will deal with it in a mannerD~
which will be endorsed by the country. We
are frequently told by the head of the Govern-
inent that lie is not aifraid to extend the I ran-
chise or to trust the people, yet at the same
time the question of payment of nembers
seems to conme upon him and other hon. miem-
bers as the proverbial red rag to the bull. I
may, that if we are willing to extend the fran-
chise, and aire not afraid of the people exercis-
ing it properly, we should give ther, credit
for electing only those who would do justice, to
their claims, and act in the best interests of
the colony. The argumeint against adopting
a principle of this sort is that certain persons
will find their way into the Legislature. That
is at mere fallacy, if we can trust the people in
the first instance. It is satisfactory to find
that there is plenty of money in the hands of
the fGovernient, and I am more than grati-
fied to find that the Government int end to
spend their surplus, not as they have in the
other Colonies, in establishing a large Civil
Service corps, and then after at time having a
Blank Wednesday or Black Ihursday, but in-
tend to devote it to renmerative works, or
works of a lasting character, such as the
building of jetties, the extension of railways,
and more particularly, the purchase of rolling
stock. Perhaps the most important item in
the Speech is that dealing with the TJariff
there seems to be a strong difference of
opinion in regard to this question. Thie aurga-
went generally used is that once the
Tariff Act is touched, there is no toll-
Ing where it will stop, but that seems
to me no reason why we should not con-
sider the matter. Hon. members are sent to
this House to deal with the legislation of the
country, and when they say "'don't touch any
matter," they put themselves in a peculiar
position, and their constituents may possibly
have something to say in regard to it. F'or
my part I am~ not afraid of re-opening the
question, and I n-ould go to the extent of deal-
ing with it in a way lain sure the people of
the colony would appreciate. With an over-
flowing Treasury there is no reason why wre

1should continue to charge ditty on stuffs we
are enable to produce in the Colony. In
regard to the Est, numtas, [ notice there is always
a desire on the patrt of the Government to
placate some constitutencien. In one place, a
hospital has been built large enough for Perth,
but, fortunately for the people of the district,
it has not yet had one patient. I believe, a
promise has been given that a Court House and
t,'aot are to be erected in the same district, but
Ihope when the items come before boa. mem-

b em-s they will dcal with themn in a proper
manner. In cegard to the contemplated

Ireduction in the transit rates, I think this is a
step in the right direction, and I join with
those who have congratulated the TFraffie
Manager upon his management of the R~ail-
ways. If this recommendation had not come

iup from hi,,, his lack of courage might be
Iquestioned ;bitt when we find that he makes
the proposal himself, hie is entitled to sonme
appreciation for it.

THEs HoN. It. i.Blutions: It was forced upon
hint.

THEi 11ON. 11. McICKRNAN :There is no
£doubt at reduction has been necossar-y for some
time, because it seems ridiculous for time same
charge to be made for at parcel from Perth, to
Freantle, as fromt Porth to liunbury. With
this tariff it is not to be wondered at that the
railways have yielded a large profit. It is
imentionaed in the Speech that some provision
for providing for the sanitation of towns is to
come beforce sIn regard to Perth particularly,
there is no doubt the Governanent -are to be
encouraged for their efforts to aid the local
authorities in dealing with the subject. '[here
is no way of ineeting this ease except through
the Ujovernitaeat, because it is simuply inapos
sible to keep the city ina proper sanitary state
out of the local rate. We find people from all
parts of the world located in Perth, and we
must have a proper systemn of sanitation, and it
is only right that the tUoverniuentshould come
forward and assist the local authorities with
some of the funds at its disposal. I have mow
only to repeat what I said before, that I jolin
withtmoso who have congratulated theujovern-
ument on the Speech which they have put be-
fore us. Before I sit down I may be allowed
at this late moment to refer to a matter which
canmeonme bysurpriso thiseveniug. trefer to the
death ofnmy esteemtedeoflengtae,Mr.BHenty. As a
citizen he was we'l-known. He was youthful,
full of vigour, and fired with an am, bition to do
what in him lay for the benefit of the country
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in which he lived. I think all hon. members
will recognise the character of the gentleman
of whom I speak, and I can only myself endorse
the utterance made use of by the mover and
seconder of the motion for adjournment, and
toacid that his friends. wyho are legion, haveniy
sincerest sympathy in their sad bereavement.

THE HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I have touch
pleasmure in supporting tis motion, because in
looking through the Speech I find I a, in
accord with a great portion of it. Certain
iteims I differ with, and before I sit down I will
touch on one or two of them. I1 must in the
first plane congratulate the Government on
the healthy state of its revenue, and the eon.
dition of our credit. The floating of the loan
in London at the low rate of interest is cer'-
tainly a very sure guideoas tothe good position
in which we are, in tho old world's
money market, tnd I trust our position
will longecontinue so. So far asourmrvenueis
concerned, I hope the Government will not be
carried away by the present prosperity, but
will go ahead cautiously; for rather than
see the colony go ahead by a too forced
growth, I prefer to see it go more slowly and
surely so as to avoid the disasters which have
overtaken the other Australian colonies. In
paragraph a 1 notice that the surveys of the
Donnybrook railway are completed, but on
that question I hold the views which I did last
session ;still, if the Government can place be-
fore. this House any details which will show
the necessity of it, I shall support it. Leat
session the details were unsatisfactory, and
would not warrant any business man in voting
for it. Perdonally I cannot see that anything
has occurred since lost sesstion to warrant the
construction of the line, and I look forward
with pleasure to the particulars which we
shall no doubt get from the Government on
the subject. If I can then support the line
I shall be most happy to do so. It is pleasing
to see that the coal deposits are turning out so
satisfactory, but personally I ams opposed to
constructing any railway to a coal field. I
consider that while every inducement should
bo given, and a reasonable expenditure in-
curred in testing the field to ascertain
whether a true commercial coal exists, the
actual development should be left to private
enterprise. As far as my own views are con-
cerned, I think it is better to throw as much
as possible on private enterprise, because there
is no dcubt private individuals manage their
business affairs in a closer and more economi.

cal manner than the Government. I notice
that our goldfiolds are prospering and that
they ame increasiulg the output of the gold.
Our goldfields are really the bedrock of our
prosperity. Tihey have induced a population
to come here, and I trust we shall find in the
end that they will remaien and settle on our
lands. At the same time, I nut sorry to find
that there is very little porument agricultural
settlement going on. We have good land, and
I trust those who come here will be in-
duced to stany. The Government have,
I think, done justice to Esperance flay by
sulisidising at steamer to that port. Although~
it may be premature at present to talk about a
railway from Esperuce to Dumdan, ultimately
it must conue, for on account of the geograph-
ical position of Espemanee Bay. the trade must
gravitate to that port. With regard to the Fre-
mantle Harbour Works, although I reside in
Albany, I trust the remarks I shall snake on
these gigantic works will Dot be token as those
of one who has prejudiced motives, because I
hope I can rise superior to that, The present
Government did not commit the Colony to the
gigantic scheme now being carried out, and
which to some mninds is only an experiment.
It seems to me that to spend one and a half
millions of our capital on one work is al-
together out of proportion to our requirements.
Besides this, it seems we are spending the
money before we have seen the necessity for the
harbou. It seems to me that we want some-
thing to ship before we make the harbour. I
do not begrudge F'remantle or any other port
any expenditure on harbour improvements,
but I say, and I express it strongly, that the
amount now being spent is altogether beyond
the nmes of the Colony, and must be a drag
upon us ]or nmany years to come. The dredge
at Albany is doing satisfactory work, and is a
means for inducing large steamers to enter the
harbour, where they would not otherwice doso,
and I trust the Government will not move it
until a competent surveyor has reported that
justice has been done to a harbour, which the
Colony. as a whole, have every reason to be
proud of. The construction of a Mint is a
work I strongly object to, and shall vote
against. If we read we shall find from the exper-
ience of Melbourne, what a luxury- of this kind
costs. It may add toonrprestigo.butl think we
can get advertised well enough without paying
X15,000 a year to establish a Mint. 'Vhs Bills
proposed to be introduced are not many, as far
as numbers go, but some of them are of con-
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siderablo importance, and I am sure we shall
carol lilly consider and deliberate upon them.

a m glad that there are Dot many Bills,
because ii, shows that the Governmeat'do not
intend to emulate the other colonies by eon-
tinually tamp~ering with the law. I think,
also, that if we have a few Bills we shall be
able to consider them more carefully, and
make better legislation. I agree with the
Government in their desire to reduce the duty
on certain articles in the Tariff. C msidering
the flourishing condition which we are in, I
think it is only just that articles, which cannot
be produced here, should be cheapened as
much as, possible, especially when they are
such that they affect every one in the land. I
also agree with the proposal for taking the
export duties off pearl shells and sandalwood.
With respect to Clause 2t of this Speech,
while I should be happy to see a high state
of health, not only in the City of Perth but in
other towns, I am against the Government
undertaking works for the metropolis or any
other town at the public expense. I think
the cost of sanitation in cities should be
borne by the citizens, and if money is re-
quired it might be provided by means of some
special provision in a Municipal Bill, by which
thle Municipality itself might raise the money.
It would be unjust to those outside the cities
and towns to make them contribute to sanitary
schemes, and therefore I hope when this pro-
posal cmes forward lion. members will oppose
it. In the past I have endeavoured to support
measures brought before us without having
any concern as to who introduced them, and I
shall do so in the future. I consider there
should be no parties in this Hfouse, and that
each member should vote as ho thinks best for
the general interests of the co'ony, without
reference to party, or the Province he repro.
seints. I have not indulged in any person-
alities in respect to the change of vicws on
the part of some hiorn, members. No doubt
dome have arrived at a change of opinion for
good reasons, and I do not intend at this stage
to draw attention to them. I trust during
the session hion. members will vote for mie-
sures with the same intentions that I do,
namely, without regard to the past, and after
dealing with them on their merits.

Tits HoN. C. E. DEMPSI'ER: Sir, I have
much pleasure in meeting lion. members again,
and in seeing that the same mutual feelings
exist as they did last session. I hope they
will continue so, and I trusttbat at all times

we shall bp actuated by one desire-the in-
terests of the Colony, and that we shall allow
no personal ill-will or ill-feeling to enter
Upon our deliberations. I congratulate both
the clover and seconder of,' this Address
on the sensible and able speechies they
have made. I consider the Colony has
reason to be satisfied with its position, and I
congratulate the Government on the dis-
Ocloe they have been able to make in the
Speech. I will now briefly allude to several
passages contained in it, and give my views
on them, It is highly satisfactory to know
that the finances are in a sound condition, and
that thle Joan has been floated at so great a
premium, considering the reduced rate of in-
terest. I quite agree with the expressions
which have fallen from several lion. lumnbers
in regard to Federation. By Federation the
colony would lose U great deal and gain
nothing. We should be entering into conm-
petition with colonies whose industries are
fully developed, and which are producing
more than is required. They would then flood
our markets with their produce, to the detr-
ment of our own farmers. That being so, I
shall oppose Federation, considering, as I do.
that it is against tile best interests of the
Colony. The Public Works Department de-
serves our most careful consideration. Many
public works aire carried out without that
care and attention being given to then, I
think there should be. They are constructed
without consideration of the requirements of
the diatricts. I haLve seen, in several instances,
buildings erected at twice the cost they should
have been, and then without the necessary
facilities. In the miatter of hospitals, for in-
stance, I think the medical men in the district
should be consulted as; to what is required
before any money is spnt. 'The hospital at
Newcastle cost quite £3,000, and it should cer-
tainly not have cost wore than £21,500. 1
understand that at the Northaminlospitil the
accommodation required has not been pro-
vided. These are matters which require care-
ful attention. When money is expended, care
should be taken to give the most advamntages
it will possibly provide, and on no account
should money bie expended simply for the
pm-pose of expending it, because the people
in the districts look forward to getting some
benefit from the buildings, as well as from
the expenditure of the money. The Collie
coalfield railway is referred to in the Speech.
and twin, what I have heard, I think there
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must be a suffilcient supply of coal to justify
the expenditure. If that boso~tbo only course
will be for uts to ascertain which is the most
practicable route to run the line. We know
that at the present time railways can lbe con-
structed cheaper than has hitherto seented
possible. The low rnto at which the Coolgar-
die railway was taken is suifficient ev.dence to
show that is the case, and we can therefore
reasonably believe that the railways to Bridge-
town and the Collie may be constructed con-
siderably under what has been estimated. In
order to ensure these railways being built for
the least possible mnoney, I would advocate
that a mnore thorough extaination. of the
country be made by the surveyors, who should
take with them sume gentleman, resident in
the district who knows the cone try. I think
if this plan were adopted we should save a re-
petition of many of the mistakes of the past.
It is only reasonable to consider that the
progress which our goldfields are now making
may not continue. 'Jhere axe many reasons
why our goldields have so rapidly progressed,
among them being the depressed state of trade
in the other Colonies and in other parts of the
world. Tie, has induced persons to rush here,
whereas the same inducement some years ago
would have been. overlooked. Even now the
other Colonies are producing as much gold as
we are, and yet we see men coaming over here
to prospects which are no better than those
they have loft. We cannot, therefore, antici-
pate the Population to flow in in the future in
the same degree as it has in the past, and we
must, therefore, make hay while the sun
shies. We should now lay by all weean save
front our revenue, and endeavour to provide
the interest and sinking fund for the railways
and other public werka we are constructing.
'The importance of the Dundas field, I am gla
to see, has now made itself apparent to honor-
able members. Still, with the future prob-
ability of the connection b~etween Esperance
Bay and South Australia, I for one, though
connected with h'sperance Bay, would be sorry
to seena railway connerting it with Coolgardie,
inasmuch as I see that it would be opening the
door to our receiving the whole of the supplies
required from our Eastern neighbour, instead
of from this Colony.

Tum RON. C. A. PrESSE: It is only proposed
to tarke the railway to Dundas.

Tanz HoN. C. E. D)EMPSTER: if it got
there it would son be cuarried on. It is from
these goldfields that we hope to get a market

for our produ'ce, and if we afford the oppor-
tunity, instead of our- supplying it, the people
of South Australia, will. With respect to the
purehase of the Western Australian Timber
Company's concession, I think the Governmien t
have done the right th ing; but still I cannot
close my eyes to tho fact, that considering
these arrangements were drawn up by pro-
fessional men, we ought not to have been in
this position. In f uture, we trust that isa-
takes such as these will be avoided,
and that in the agreemients which
are entered into there will be no flaws
which can be taken advantage of to
the disad vantage of the Government. At
the present time very few can express an
opinion on the advantages of the Agricultural
Bank. It may be beneficial, but I am not very
anguinte, inasmuch as that I think that those
who can derive any benefit from it are not
men with enough means to enable them to
cuter into agriculture to an extent sufficient
to make it pay. I hess men take up small
holdings and do not know what it costs to
bring land uinder cultivation, or what it in-
volves to purchase matchinery. It would ther2-
fore take a far larger amount than the Bank
can reasonably advance on the securities which
can be given, to enable tue without capital
to succeed. I should like to allude particu-
larly to the advatntages of securing a proper
stock route, both for the North and the South.
I notice that nothing has been said about the
South, and I do not think it should be omitted,
inasmuch as from Eucds we have sheep stations
all along the coast, and a stock route is re-.
quired just as much asit isat the North. We
are looking forward to supplying the gold-
fieldst market. We knDow that we have enor-
nious quantities of sheep and stock at Kim-
berley, and we should see that they have
proper appliances to bring them to miarket, so
us to avoid the necessity for importing. If
weat is to be had at moderate prices, we must
give facilities for bringin~g it to the centres of
population. I cannot see the necessity of im-
porting mneat when there is already plenty in
the colony.

THE Hot;. F. TV. CROWDERa: We are not pro-
ducing it.

THE HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: Yes, we are.
only we went the facilities to enable us to get
it to market. Mleat is always scarce at this
time of the year, but still we are capable of
producing what is required. 'When we con-
eider the great disadvantages that stock-
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owners ore laboring under from the low rates
obtainable for wool, it is only reasonable that
we should allow then, if it is possible, to get a
fair price f or their meat. If they cannot get
a fair price for their meat the only alternative
is for them to throw up their station.%, because
with the low price of wool it hardly pays for
shearing the sheep. I hope bon. members will
beer this in mind, and consider that the squat-
ters require some little prote~ction as well as
those engaged in other industries. The harbonr
works at Fremantle are an undertaking of great
magnitude, and I consider that the way they
are being carried out is a subjeetfor congratu-
lation, although the sum sufficient to com-
plete them, when named, is enough to make us
tremble. I feel satisfied with the work done
at Princess Royal Harbour with the steamn
dredge, and I think, the people of Albany have
good reason to thank the Government for
what has been done. We have every
reason to congratulate ourselves on the
fact that the Midland Railway has at last been
completed, and I hope it will beeof as much
benefit as we wish it to be. I cannot help
saying that there h~as been nothing but diffi.
culty with it up to the present time. It has
shut up a large amount of land which
otherwise might have been open for
selection, and settlement going on upon
it. The Mint is an institution which, I
think, it is undesirable forthe, Colony to enter
into. It may be auseful thing to coin our own
gold. but we know a Mint entails an enormous
expenditure, and I think for the present we
had better let it alone. The BEclesiatical
Grant is a ma~tter we shall have to deal with,
and I hope the Ministry will deal liberally
with the Churches, because I consider it the
duty of the Colony to support religioust instruc-
tion as well as ether instruction in our schools.
I consider that at the present time the clergy
are poorly paid, and when sweeping away the
Grant a libe.ral allowance should be made. I
agree that it is necessary to duplicate the line
to South Australia ia Coolgardie, and the
fact that it is necessary shows to what extent
the Colony is progressing. I earnestly hope
that very shortly wool will be bringing
better prices than at present. In the
matter of the removal of the railway
workshops. I think it is our duty to support
the opinions laid before us, and have
theen shifted to the site proposed, where there
will be plenty of room, an unlimited supply of
water, and otberadvantages. I am sure every-

one will be in favour of doing everything that
is necessary to obtain water supplies through-
oat the colony, and in connection with the
sanitary arrangements we must renmember
that Perth is not the only town that requires
attending to. Mr. Foulkes has told us t~hot
wealth is nothing without health, Dad no
doubt, had better care been taken at Cool-
gardie, there would have been less fatality
than was the cose last sunimer. As regards
railways, to country can succeed without
thenm, and I hope to see them extended in
this Colony whet-ever inducement offers. 1
hope, in conclusion, that. the Colony has arrived
at a stage of perimnent prosperity; that the
session will close as it has conmmienced, with
good feeling all round, and that mneasures will
be agreed to which will he of future advantage
to the Colour.

Tu, MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): As the representative of the
Government it is with seone satisfacnon that
I have heard the remarks of hon. mnembers
upon &he Speech of His Excellency the Ad-
aninistrato, and I may add that they offered
some reward for the heavy efforts of Ministers
during recess, to work the colony in sucha
way that the finances are in a flourishing
condition. Some hon. members referred to
the necessity for new Parliament Houses. I
only wish we had them now, because our
Chamber might then be a little warmer than
it is. I must take this opportunity of thank-
ing those two gentleiiae-the Hfon. Mr.
Mctarty and the lion. Mr. Borges fr pro-
posing and seconding the Address-in-Reply.
I feel sure everyone wrill appreciate the way
in which they did it, and commnend them for
the well-chose,. language in which their
speeches were couched. I myself felt a good
deal of sympathy for the Hon. Mr. MeLarty,
because hie found himself in an awkward
position, and because lie had hardly any light
with which to see his notes. It would ill be-
cme me to take up much timeat this late hour,
but there arm one or two matters upon which
I must say at word or two. The Hon. Mr.
Iletarty raised an objection to our proposal to
reduce the taxation on some articles of food,
and I have heard several other bon. members
make similar objections. TIhe Government,
however, is of opinion that they must do
something to benefit the large masses olpeople.
but at the same time without interfering with
the revenue to any great extent. With this
object in view we purpose reducing the tar-
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ation on the necessari03 Of life which cannot
be produced in this colony. We only propose
to deali with, such articles as cannot be pro-
duced here, and that being so, it will be obvious
that we do not propose to deal with the ques-
tion of the duty on stock. A question is to be
aked in another place as to whether the
Government intend to repeal the Stock Tax,
and the answer that will be given will lie a
negative one, for the present at all eventis.
Hon. members will thus see that there is a
policy in the action of the Government.
Another question which has been touched
upon is that i-elating to the railways to the
Blackwood, to the Collie. Some hon. gentle-
men have stated that as regards the latter rail-
way, at any rate, it should be left to private
enterprise; but so long as thopresent Govern.
mnoat remains in office they may rest assured
that this will never be allowed, for it is their
fixed intention that no railways shall he
built otherwise than by the colony. The
question of the price of meat has been
referred to a good deal this evening; but the
question involves a policy, and does not merely
depend upon the small amnount of duty in-
volved. If hon. members look at the matter
carefully they will see that the Stock Tax is
only a means of protection to the Northern
settlers of this Colony, and it is the only pro-
tection they can get. Everything the setters
of the North consume is taxed more or less as
a means of protection to the producers of the
South, and it is only fair that in return their
one production should receive a little protec-
tion. If the question is looked into it wil be
seen that the duty really means that we get
better sheep and cattle brought here. The
freight is 3s. or 4s. per head on sheep, and the
duty 2s.or 3s.,oadthusitwould neverdo toship
small and inferior sheep. It is obvious that
shippers must get the largest animials they
can, because it would never pay them with
high freights and duty to ship sheep, for
instance, weighing only 30 or 40 lbs.
each. I might here state that I wast
once in the position of having to buy
500 sheep in the Victorian market, for ship-
trent here during the last drought, and I may
say, I took particular care to secure the best
sheep I could. I paid 21s. a head for some of
them, and with 7s. freight and s. duty, the
price was a high one, but they averaged from
80 to 120lb&. weight each. Hon. members will
thus see that it would never do to ship inferior
sheep, and we must therefore always get the

best meat. The tax to the consumer is infinite-
simal and is hardly felt. Even if itwere taken
off, the consumer would not get the advantage
of it ;neither would the butchers, but the
whole of the duty would go into the pockets of
the man who imported the stock. Although
the duty is a matter of small moment to the
consumer, it means a good deal to the producer-
in this Colony. Before the drought sheep
were 9s. a head. Unfortunately from the
effects of the drought we lost something like
three-quarters of a million sheep, and there
was the loss of the lambs us well. lad the
Colony not suffered this disaster, our
producers would have been able to supply
the large influx of population consequent
upon the development of our gold-
fields. Still, with fair sesons, we shall, in
two orthreeyears' time, be inagood aposition
again, and I trust that this Stock Tax will be
allowed to remain in force, until at any rate
the stations are well stocked again. It has
been said that it is not the duty of the
Gevertnent to take in hand matters of saonita-
tion on behalf of cities and towns, and with
this view I entirely agree. I take it that
sanitation and water supply arm matters of
municipal concern, but in this colony the or-
porations are not so supplied with money as
to be able to undertake works of this mnagni-
tude; and it is the desire of the Government
I represent, to find out from the various colo-
nies what schemes they have adopted, and
to afcertain in what way the Government can
help the corporations in pushing forward the
matters of anitation and water supply. If
lion, members will read the Speech carefully
they will see that it does not say the Govern-
ment intend to undertake these works. It
says:-" Owing to the increase of population,
the necessity for improving the Water Supply
and Sanitary arrangements of the larger
towns has become a question of much import-
ance, and a comprehensive scheme for dealing
with these matters, is heing considered by the
Government. My Ministers arn anxious to
assist all local efforts in the above direction,
and a contour survey of Perth is now being
carried out with theebject of enabling reliable
estimates to be prepared for any drainage
or other works that may be necessary in con-
nection with the sanitation of the metropolist"
This is very comprehensive, and it means that
the Government will assist those who are de-
sireus of helpiug themselves. I hope hon.
members will not go away with the idea that
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it was intended only to apply to Perth and
Fremantle. It is intended to apply to every
town which is prepared to undertake any such
work, and not to one or two isolated places.
The Hon. Mr. Barges has asked why the
Government has not gone in for deep boring.
The Government desired to do so, and called
for tenders, but there was no response. If the
Government had undertaken it, and had at-
tempted to put down a trial bore of 2,000 ft.,
the cost of the machinery for the one work
would have been enormus; but if we can get
someone else to find the capital and we find
the payme~fnt, it would be advantageous to
every one. If we can only induce the owners
of boring machines to bring them here, it is
quite possible that they may be induced to
stay, because after the Government have had a
trial bore some of the Gold Il ining Compan ies
might else be inouced to test their properties
in the same way. I do not think I need
touch on any other remarks made by
hon. members, and I will only now thank
them ror the kind manner in which
they have entertained the Speech. If, how-
ever, bon. members will pardon me, I should
like to make a small reference to my hon.
friend, Mr. Crowder. I do so in all good feel-
iug, and without any desire to say anything
offensive. 'I he hon. gentleman has taken the
earliest opportuity of attacking mae in the
position I have taken up. Hie -wanted to know
how I was going to explain my position now,
as com par ed with my position last session, in
regard to the Black wood and Collie railways.
I do not intend to explain my position. I do
not consider that I am called upon to i. ake
any explanation. Tlhe hon. gentleman alluded
to the independence of his views; be claimed
the right to think, speak, and vote on all ques-
tions independently, and I claim the same
privileges as the bon. member. When there is
a demand for an explanation with regard to
my conduct or the position I hare taken up, I
am quite prepared to give it, but, at present,
I feel only bourd to muake peace with muy
own conscience and my constituents, mid I may
say that 1 nan, at The present mo-meat, easy in
wind on both points-certainly as regards my
own conscience. The hon. gentl eman twitted me
with being inconsistent, a fault which he is
not entirely free from himself. He remarked
to-night, that is was absurd toatteinpt to do*
anything with the coal, because it was costing
us £2 a ton to get it, and yet he objet-ted to
making a railway to the field so as to cheapen

the cost. Then we find the hon. gentleman
objecting to have the Tariff interfered with,
so as to reduce the duty on articles of food
which cannot be produced here, and yet as
regards one article of food,-nieat-he says,
take the duty off.

Tu z How. F, T. Cutownnm Because you
don't produce it here.

Tenz MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): Takre another point. Thme hon.
gentlemanm twitted me with regard to my posi-
tion in connection with the lBlaekwood rail-
way. The hon. gentleman himself hus told us
that hp noA intends to suport the railway
and yet he twits me for doing the very thing
he is about to do himself,

Trnr How. F. T1. (Jnownza:t I beg your
pardon. I said I would support it if the
line were taken to Bridgetown, buat not if it
were only to be taken towards Bridgetown.

TeE, MINISTER FOR MINES (lion. E.
H. Wittenoom) -Another small point. The
honorable gentleman entirely objects to
Federation, and yet he wants Sydney meat at
91b. for 6d. I do not object to the honorable
gentleman being inconsisteuL. Hehas asper-
fect a right to be inconsistent as anyone else,
but I do not see why he should twit other
people, when he himself is in a position in
which he should not throw stones. In regard
to any change of views on my part, or in regard
to my occupying the position I do here, I
shall be prepared to justi fy them at the proper
time and place, and, whenever I ama fairly
asked for an explanation, an answer will be
forthcoming. I trust the remarks I have
made concerninig my honorableL friend will be
taken by him in the same spirit in which I took
his. I again thank honorable members for the
manner in which they have received His Ex-
cellency the Administrator's Speech.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at 10.40 o'clock p.m. adjourned

until the following day at 12.A0 o'clock p.m.
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