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that the debate be adjourned until Wednesday |
evening.
Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved
that the House at its rising adjonrn nntil
7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 26th Jone.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at 4.45

pm,

Fegislative Goungl, |

Wednesday, 26th June, 1895,

Death of Hon. E. G. Henty—Address-in-Reply—Ad-
Jourmment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon Sir G. Shenton)
tock the chair at 3 o’elock p.m.

DEATN OF THE HON. E. G. HENTY,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou. E. H.
Wittenoom) : I deeply regret, Mr. President,
that the first address [ should have to make
would be one of & melancholy character. This
morning I received a telegram from the Post
Office, which reads as follows :—* I beg to re-
port that the Hon. Mr. Henty, M.L.C, died
here suddenly last night.” [f is signed by Mr. I
A. Thompeon, Postmaster, Coolgardie. The
late Mr. Henty, as hon. members are aware,
waa a colleague of mine. He was returned
for the Northern Province at the same election
that I was, so that, personally, I deeply
regret the unfortunate newa. It is always
sad to hear of the death evem of ac-
quaintances, but when we come to the deuth
of one who was intimately connected with ns,
ag Mr. Henty was, one who worked with us
last year, and took an interest in all the men-
gures that were passed and deliberated upon
for the good of the colony, one who showed
himself in all his bearings to be a thorough
gentlewman, and one about whom there was
nothing despicalle—I say, Sir, when we hear
of the death of a gentleman of that deserip-
tion, it is the very saddest news that can he
conveyed to us; and I feel sure all honorable
members of this House will join with me in
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sympathising with his friends on the ead
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tidings they beard this morning. Mr. Henty
has done good service to the colony through
his mercantile transactions. In these he has
endeavoured to develop the colony, snd in
earrying the trade into our interior parts, he
has done a8 much as a good many, and in con-
sequence our thanks are due to him. Not
only was Mr. Henty well known here, but
portions of hias family are well and respectably
known in the other colonies, and they have
been associnted with these colonies ahmost
from their inception. T do not know that I
nced take up much time in speaking on this
sad matter. T fecl sure, however, that honour.
able members would like to show some reapect
for their dead friend, and, under the circum-
stances, T shall now move that the President
do leave the chair until half-past ? o'clock this
evening.

Tue Hon, J, W, HACKETT : Mr. Prosi.
dent,—As a strong personal friend of the late
Mr. Henty, perbaps you will allow me to second
the motion which has just been proposed by
the hon. the Minister for Mines. I am sure I
speak for ull the members of this House when T
say we echo to the fallest, the language he has
uszed in regard to our departed friend, and the
terma of regret he hns spoken of as to the loss
to this House and to this coclony. Mr. Henty's
decease unfortunately makes the first gap by
death in the ranka of this Uouncil smince its
election, and it is the more to be grioved at,
because among all the members of this House
we might have selected Mr. Henty as the one
who promised to live longest, and to work hard-
est, for the good of Western Auertralia. He was
a man who has left no enemy behind, T think we
may challenge anyone to find a wrong deed, or
recollect nn  unfriendly mct or any hostile
feeling which ip within the memories of
this Legislative Council or elsewhere. Aud it
is with still preater vegret that I have to
mention that he leaves, ut a time of his life
when he was young, strong, promising and full
of hope—a wife and family who are I believe
in a peculiarly helpless condition. I begito
second, with deep regret, the motion of the
hon. the Minister for Mines,

Question put and passed.

Tur PRESIDENT then left the Chair till
7.30 o’clock p.n.

On resuming,

ADDRESE-IN-REPLY.

ADJOUENED DEBATE.
Tue How. I, C. G. FOULEKEES: T thiak any



Address-in-Reply,

outside person who is not interested in this
colony will admit from the Speech which was
read by His Excellency the other day, that the
atate of affoirs in thia colony is very much better
than that in any other part of the Australian
dominions. T do not propose to deal with all
the items here, but I think, Sir, that one very
good item i that which refers to the ques-
tion of railways. There I am glad toses it
stated that the revenue for the present
financial year will be mot only sufficient to
cover the working expenses, but also to pay
interest, and the sinking fund of the capital
expended in the conatruction.  Ithink we all
agree that whep trade 18 good, railways are
bound to pay, and that when trade is bad, they
are not likely to pay. The question whether the
railways are paying or otherwise is one of the
best possible indications of the state of trade,
and here we sea that the railways are prac-
tically paying the full amount that could be
possibly expected from them. I think great
credit should be given to the person whois
regponsible for the management of these
railways. I nm sure cvery hooorable mem-
bher will agrce with me that credit should
be given to the Gemeral Trafic Manager.
When that officer arrived in the colony, about
four years ngo, there was practically no system
of railwny management. There was no proper
orgunisation, and few, if any, men who had
any knowledge of railway management. Since
then Mr. Davies has practirally re-organised
the service. As I said before, he had no men
who ware able to render him proper nssistance,
and he waa obliged for the first two years to
labour under very great disadvantages; but
at last he has been able to obtain men from
the other colonies, and I think now he issup-
ported by a good stafl. T would remark, how-
ever, that I think the Department attaches too
much importance to the principle that these
lines gkould be run apon commercial prin-
ciples. These railways were made not so
much for meking money as for opening up
the country, and the Department gives too
much importance to the credit side of the
ledger. They have neglected to grant a num-
ber of facilities asked for, which were only
rersonable, merely becanse they were afraid
they would lose a few pounds here and there.
‘We must remember that unless you give
reasonable railway facilities it is impossible to
open up the country. [ see here, in another
part of the HSpeech, it is proposed to reduce
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pastoral produce to the lowest possible
paying point, and T think every in-
dividual in the country will hie exceedingly
glad to see that parngraph. I believe the
Traftic Mapager and the Minister will see that
not only are theso charges reduced to the
lowest possible point, but that when the
rate are fixed they will seed a list of them
to every settler in {he varions districts, be-
cnuse I think a great many of them are un-
aware of the facilities .lready offered for
gending goods by railway. Tt was only the
other day I learnt that & parcel could be sent
from Perth to Busselton,adistanceof about 150
miles, for about sixpence. And [ think these
farmers, when they are made aware of the
facilities for sending their produce to &
muarket, will avail themselves of the railways
more than they do at present. Some time ago
there was an outery for the reduction of the
charges for sending goods to the various gold-
fielda. I hope the Ministry will be firm on
this point and refuse to reduce these charges.
‘These people living ou the goldfields are hirds
of passage, and when the goldfields are worked
out—and I believe the average life of a gold-
field is, judging by the experience of other
colonied, about 15 years, these people will leave
the colony and will leave the permanent
settlers to bear the cost of paying off the ex-
penditure in the construction cf these rail-
ways. The Government have spent thou-
sands upon these poldfields, and these rail-
wuys have been constructed solely for the
convenience of those people living on
the goldfields, and it is only right
that when cslled upon to give some pro-
portion of the cost of themn that they should
do 0. It seems only just that they should
by paying higher freights so pay some
part of the cost of conatruction, other-
wise they will merely contribute the
small Custom’s duty paid at Fremantle on
the tinned meat sent up to them. Another
question whaich [ think ja more imporiant
than any other question in this Spe ch, is the
sanitation of the different towns of the colony.
It does not matter how prosperous we are,
we must remember the old adage * Health is
far preferable to Wealth.” It is a question
which concerns not only the poor man bnt the
rich man elzo, and it means there is a
heavy drain upon people living in the
towns, who have to YDbear the in-
creased expense of hospitals, of medieal

some of the charges on agricultural and ;| aitendance and nurses, and in a number of
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cases I know of men who have bheen im-
poverished for six monthe by having to pay the
different expenses ineurred through the fever
they have suffered from. Men have been car-
ried off and have left wives and families who
are wholly dependent upon the charity of their
frignds. Medical authorities are all agreed
that in Perth next summer, unless the question
of snmtation is considered and great improve-
ments are effected, we shall be in a much
more unsatisfactory state than in the past.
I notice a clause in this Speech—Clause 24—
which says, *this matter is heing counsidered
by the Government, my Ministers are anxious
to nasiet all local efforts, and n contour
Survey of Perth is now being carried out with
the ohject of enabling reliable estimates to be
prepared for any drainage or other works that
may be necessary in connection with the swni-
tation of the metropolis.” Well, Siv, I hardly
think thot seems definite enough, This gues-
tion ought really to havebeen considered soma
time ago, and I hope before this Session closes
weo shall have a full and definite scheme for
the droinage of the city and other towns of the
colony, The Government must be fully ac-
quainted with what is going on. I hepe they
will see that the health of the people is of
more importance than material prosperity. [
I do pot think [ have any more toadd. T think
we can only say, that when this Speech is re-
corded in time to come, it will be seen that
since we have had Responsible Government we
can congratulate ourselves upon the state of
this Colony, now in the fourth year after we
have had Responeible Government.

Tue Hon, F, T. CROWDER : In riging to
support the motion before the House, T have
much pleasure in congratulating the Govern-
ment on the sound financial position of the
colony, as shadowed forth in the Speech of Hia
Excellency yesterday. It ia not my intention
to go through it item by item, but I shall deal
with the more important points contained in
it. Firstly T will allude to Clause 4, which re-
fera to the Federal Council. which met at
Hobart in January last. In my opinion Feder-
ation is simply a fad. As far as Western Aus-
tralia is concerned, we have everything to lose
and nothing to gain by it, and I consider that
the money voted for sending the delegates to
the Convention, was money simply thrown
away ; more especially do 1 consider this o
when I remewber that part of it went to
pay the expenses of that patriotic gentleman
—the Hon. Mr. Hackett. I deeply regrei that
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he is not here to hear my remarks, but no donbt
he will have the pleasure of reading them in
his own paper to.morrow. After leaving this
colony and shaking the duet off hie feet, little
did he think of the people he had left behind
to suffer the heat and burden of the day, for if
he ia reported properly, he is credited with
adviting the peoplo of South Australin to iwm-
mediately make the line to Coolgurdic and
therebysecure the whole of the goldfields’ trade.
It never seems to have struck him thut he was
simply roblhing the people of this colony by
advocating that this step be takem. Pro-
bably, however, the hon. gentleman never
expected the remarks to be published. No
doubt he considered that the reporters there
wonld treat him in the smme way that the
reporters of the hon, gentleman’s paper treat
the speeches of hon. members of this House.
However, wfter expending the money, I am
¢lad to see that theGovernment has come tothe
conclusion that Federation isnot wanted, and
I trust that there will be no more money spent
in the snme wny—spent on whatT call simply
anfad, Thencxtitem L huve todeal with isthat
contained in Clause 5,and 1 will only referto the
lust three lines of it. Itsays: “ The surveys for
the railway from Donnybrook to Bridgetown
are in hand, and the necessury Bill to provide
for its construction will be submitted for your
approval.” Hon. members will bear in mind
that lnst Session my objection to making this
line was based on the fact that it was a ruilway
towards Bridgetown and not to Bridgetown.
Now we are told that the line is to go to
Bridgetown. If that be so I shall vote for it;
but not otherwise. 'I'hat was what I said last
Session, and it is wy opinion now. How the
Hon. Mr. Burges can reconcile his remarka
of yesterday with those of last Session
is moure than I can understand, On the
4th October last, Mr. Burges, in an excel-
lent speech when seconding my motion, pointed
out that there were only 274 acres of wheat, 58
acres of oats, 629 acres of hay, and 94 ncres of
orchard and vineyard—in all 1,180 acres, under
cultivation, and he said he was opposed to the
Government epending this money for the bene-
fit of people who had only about 1,000 acres
under cultivation, He went on to say (I will
gquote nis own words) : “ When nll the
country ou existing lines is let out as
agricultural areas, we shall have plenty
of lapd to go on with for the mext 20
years withont construeting further lines of
Railways to open up new country.” Further
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on he said :—~“There is an enormous amount of
peison country through which thisline will go,
and the Government haveno right to construct
a Railway for the benefit of those who hold
tholand.” I ask hon. members whether the posi-
tion has in any way changed aince last October,
when this Speech was made ¥ Tt way be that
giace I have been away from the colony
the trees in- this district which, according to
the hon, member, took half-a-day to walk
round, and the ground which cost £100 an
acre to ¢lear, have been swept away by a willy-
willy.

Tar Hox R. G.
Hansard.

Tre How. F. T. CROWDER: I will give the
hon. gentleman a guotation of his own in a
winute or two, which will take him all his
time to answer. [ want to find out woat has
turned the hon. gentleman’s apinion. Yesterdny
he said (and T am gnoting from the Hensard
report) :—“ As regards the railway line from
Donnybrook to Bridgetown, I am rather ina
fix about it, beeanse last yoar T was one of its
greatest opponents on the ground that T did
not think it was justified. T usked that it
might stand over until this year. With the
present state of the finances I shall not be
opposed to it, and I hope und trust we shall be
able to construct many more Bailways throngh
agricul;ural districts, or branch lines into
them.” No doubt the loop-line from York to
Southern Cross is what is referred to. Further
on he says :—“We know that we arc greatly de-
pendent on our goldfields, but they may give
out, and we should endeavour to have some-
thing to fall buck npon. There is enough good
agricultural land in the Bastern Districts to
supply twice our present population.” Tn his
speech in October, the honorable gentieman
pointed out that there was enough land along
existing railways to meet the supply for the
next twenty years, and even yesterday he
admitted that in the Eastern Districts there is
8till enongh land to supply twice the present
population, and yet he now suys that more
railway lines are required. There is, however,
one thing I am glad of, and that is, that he
cannol conscientiously vote for the loop-line
from York throngh the Greenhills (although
Ieee his name among & deputation on the
subject), because he has told us that there is
twenty years’ supply of land, and that it is
not necessary to open any more up at present.
Now T come to Clause 6, which refers to the

Burars : Read that from
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that any fresh developments have taken place.
With several members of this House 1 waa at
the Collie when the Government invited
members to attend. The conl I saw there was
very good of its sert—indeed it was beiter
than the first surface show ; but naless it has
altogother altered it 15 not a commercial coal.
I would remind hon. membere that this field
caunot run away, nnd I maintain that the
Government should prove that coal exists
hwefore building & line. By coal, I mean the
coal of commeree, and not that which the
Governiment are now using ot a cost of
£2 a ton, when they can import good New-
castle ¢nal and land it at Fremantle for £1 a
ten, So far as I am concerned, if the Govern-
ment can prove by boring that true coal exists,
I ahall be, with other hen. members, unly too
glad to support the construction of the line:
but I cannot do so unless it is shown that the
conl is of commercial value. The Government
will not be doing right in my opinion by
running arailway fo the Collie to supply their
own railways with coal. A coalfield to be of
any use must be such that we shall have
ships coming here to lond with the article
produced ; but no steamer wonld ever buy the
eoal that is now being obtained. [n regard to
item 7, I am glad to find that it is at last pro-
posed to go in for deep boring. It struck me
when I first rend that paragraph that the
Government had fallen out with the Geologist.
Tt seems to have taken five yearsto fall out with
the gentleman, and T blame him for the faco
that deep boring has not heen commenced
long ago on the fields. One thing has struck
me in vegard to our goldfields, and that is that
no relinble ertimate is forthcoming as to the
gold ohtained. The other Aunstralian Colonies
have spent hundreds of thousands of pounds
in advertizing so as o get wmigration, but
here we have one of the grandest advertise-
ments that could be hed, and we are losing
sight of it altogether. I referred to thias matter
last session, At present the Government have
no means of arriving at an estimate of the
gold obtained in the colony, and thousands of
ounces leave our ghoves which we have no
knowledge of. At the present moment the
fee paid by the miner ias £1 a year. If thie
were done away with, and a license fee of 6d.
or 1s. charged, and atax of 6d.or 1s per ounce
levied on gold, with a fine of £50, together
with forfeiture of the gold and six months
imprisonment for not declaring it, we should

developments at the Collie, 1am rot aware [ then be alile to get at a proper estimate of
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what is taken from the ground. Unless some
stringent measuves of this kind are taken, we
shull never know how much gold is being ob-
tained in the colony. In regard to para-
gruph 8 of the »peech [ must congratulate the
Govervment on the steps they have taken to
open up the Dundas goldfield. It has been a
long time coming, but any steps which may be
taken in this direction will repay the country,
for there is no doubt from information received
that thereare vastgold minesthere. NowIcome
to paragraph 13 dealing with the Fremantle
Harbour Works. 'This work was commenced
hefore any memher of the present House was
elected, and of course hon. membera are, there-
fore, in no way responsible for them. I may
be o pessimist, but I think it will be proved in
the course of five years or so that in them we
have a mill stonc round our necks, and I say
50 hecaunse all the money spent will not lead to
the production of a single bushel of wheat, or
induce the tillage of one acre of soil. The
whola of thi. work, on which thousands of
pounds are being spent, is heing done on the
reputation of one man. His reputation may be
good, but it will be a sorry day for Western
Australin if we are left with the
reputntion and the loss of one and a half
millions of money. Even the Fremantle
people, to whom this money was voted s asop,
will he sorry for it, because I think everyone
will agree that, if this harbour is once opened,
the ships will pnss by the present port and
come up the river to Perth. TIn ten years'
time, if the harbonr is open, we shall see the
ateamers nlengeide the wharvesof Perth. With
regard to paragraph 14 Iagree that the dredge
at Princesa Royal harbour has done good work,
Lut atill T think we shull find it necessary to
keep it there. Unly last weck the Orolara
came in stirnng up the mud, and the captaine
genernlly are ofraid of running on their
anchora. A gurvey of the harbour is, I believe,
being made, and T am sure, if the Government,
find it pecessary, they will keep the dredge
there and continue the work, Coming to the
reference to the Estimates contained ip para-
graph 18, Thope when they come before us,
we shall find that the Government has
put dowe a sam for testing the coal de-
posits nt Albany. I do not osk this on
account of Albany, but in the interests
of every part of the colony. So far as T have
seen, the indications there are far superior to
those at first seen at the Collie. Although
the Geologist reports agninst them, I believe
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good coal will be found there. I do not ask
the Government to give sufficient to raise
1,000 tone of coal nt 10s. a tom, or to cart
another 1,000 tona at 308. a ton, but I do ask
them to test the coal. Private enterprise will
do the rest. I might point outthat I do not
ask this as a favor in order to compensate for
the shifting of the poxt of call for the mail
steamera from Albany to Fremantle, hecause
to my wind that ia laughable. The Eastern
colonics have been struggling for many years
to get their mails as fast as possible, and I am
sure they will not tolerate n delay of 16 hours,
simply for the sake of allowing this Govern-
ment to carry out ita ideas of centrnlizstion,
und it is more laughable still to inmagine
s P. & O. boat coming imto Fremantle,
even when the harhour ie complete. 1 think
Sir James TLee-Steere was right, when he said
that if she came in aed tried to get out she
wanld break her back in the attempt. While
speaking on the subject of the Estimates, I
think it wounld be as well if o sum of money
were placed on them to procure a good archi-
tect for the colony. If the Post Office at
Albany ie a eample of the best work that can
be produced by the present siafl, the money
will be well spent. It is quite impossible to
explain the hilding, but 1 would advise any-
one going to Albany not to come away without
seeing it. The floors must have been an after-
thought, for the iron pilesholding them ave in
the centre of many of the windows, and what
is worse, the stone for the building has been
imported. Side by zide with itis the old Post
Office, which has stood for thirty or forty
yenrs, and the stone for which was quarried in
Albany. It ie, even now, better looking and
sounder stone thun the imported. There ure
some people who consider nothing any good
unless it is imported. I had the curiosity to
ask why the stone was imported, and I
was told thai the local stone was too soft. No
dount-t my informant thought that 1, also, was
very soft to believe it. All that is now re-
quired for it is & 20ft. ditch and a drawbridge ;
then it is complete. I enter my strong protest
against the Government importing anything,
whether it be stone or anything else which can
be procured in the colony. T now come to item
19 which refers to the large increase in the
revenue ; but I see no mention made as tothe
repeal of the Stock Tax. For my part I con-
sider the imposition of this Stock Tax on ini-
quity. The price of meat at the present day
iz ridiculous. In Sydney, the other day, I took
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the trouble to walk into some of the leading
butchers’ shops. I found that 91bs of beef steak
could be had for 6d., and thatmutton was from
1d. to 1d. pertb. Here it is from 9d. to 6d.
per 1b,, and mighty tough at that.

Tue Hon. H. McKernan : Federation ig the
remedy.

Tue How. . T. CROWDER: I do not know
that the butchers mnke anything out of the
Stock Tax, for I know one firm in Perth and
Fremantle who, during the Inst 12 months,
turned over £40,000 and only made .£800 pro-
fit. I consider that the Government could
well do away with thistax., If they canmot,
then they should put on the Estimates a suffi-
cient sum to provide a chilled ment establigh-
ment, such ag exists in the other colonies. The
reason I find that meat is not sent hereisthat
it must be sold immediately on arrival, where-
as if o chilling establishment existed, a stock
could be kept, and ment kept down to its
proper price. So far as tinkering with the
Tariff iz concorned I am againet it at present,
I think it would be far better, although we are
progperous, to keep the Tariff ns it is, vntil we
are certain of our prosperity, I do not think
anyone in Western Australin can say as yet
that we are certain of it.  If the Government
have too much money, let them use it in build-
ing jetties, so that the stock in the North
can be shipped. Not long ago a gentle-
maen told me he had 10,000 fat wethers,
which he could not get down becnuse the
steamer conld not come nlongside the jetty.
For the present Ishall oppose any tinkering
with the Tariff. In regard to item 21, T must
congratulate the Government on their de-
termination to increage the telegraph com-
mupication, It has becn a matter of reproach
to us that the working of the lines hns not
been satisfactory, but I think the ndjacent
colony is as much to blame as we are, and I
think the Government is doing what is fair by
building the line half-way. Tn regard to tho
lowering of the railway freights, I quite
agree with the desire of the Government to
reduce the prices for conveying agricultural
produce, but T do object to eny alteration in
the charges on the goldfields’ railways. I saw
n report in the papers that the Commissioner
of Railways had agreed to lower the ratea from
1st, July next. To me this scems hardly fair,
when we remember that when a deputation
waited cn him sometime ago he refused to
alter the (tariff.
goldfields’ railways
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the interest and working expenses, buf
also a sinking fond which will pay off
the principal in from 20 to 30 years. If it
is the intention of the Government to lower
the rates I shall oppose it as far as T cam, be-
cause we cannol compare these with agrienl-
tural lines. We must remember, too, that the
goldfields’ train to Southern Cross has to leave
Northam with seven or eight trucks of water,
which come back empty, and that there is no
return freight on the line. If bhere was, per-
haps the present ratesmight Lelowered. Asto
the removal of the Railway Workshops I think
most people who have taken the frouble to
vigit them will agree that they must be moved ;
gtill, until *it. is proved to me that itis impos.
gible to obtain sufficient land in Frewantle, or
close to Fremantle, I shall strongly oppose the
removal. Apart from the question of vested
interests, I have mode all the ehquiries T can,
and I find that most engineers agree that for
chenp and effective management ths work-
shops of the colony ought to be at a port. In
South Austmalia they have been shifted from
Adelnide to Islington, and here we propose to
shift them: inland ; but the day will come, as it
has in the other colonies, that amnolher
huge outlay will have to be made to shift
them back. It seems strange if there be no
land at or near Fremantle to which they can
be ghifted. 1 consider there is plenty of land,
and T shall strongly oppose the removal. T am
sorry to find in the list of Billa mentioned in
paragraph 17, that an amendment, or rather
consolidation, of the Wines and Spirits Act, is
not alluded to.  There are thirteen or four-
teen amendments to the present Act, and not
even the lawyers, let alone the publicans, can
understand them. I trust the Governmenr
will take some steps in this matter, and bring
in an Act under which publicans will be treat-
ed ns honest citizens, which iy not the case now.
I might point out one or two features which
should be introduced. The achedule of fees
should be placed on a sliding scale ; butas it is
now, no matter what may be the position of
the hotels, nll have to pay the same fees. An
hotel license ghould aleo be defined. Another
most important matter is that with
regard to  the  hottling of  spirita.
In South Australin every bottle of spirits
sold must aave affixed to it o label giving the
name of the person who bottled it and where it
was bottled. 1shall bring this matter for-

I maintain that these | ward again,and I can then refer to several
should pay ot only | other matters which require to be dealt with,
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I note that nothing is foreshadowed in the
Speech with the reference to an alteration of
the Education Act, and I must congratulate
the Government on standing firm in regard to
thisquestion. When in the othercolonies I made

[COUNCIL.]

enquiries and I found that they are groaning -

under the burden of free education,
Australia it cnsts £170,000 n  year.
schools there were originally Lwuilt for the
benefit of the middle and poorver classes, hut
now the children of the vich attend, and con-
serquently the poorer children do not get that
attention which they should do. Tn discuss-
ing this matter with onc of the highest author-
ities in South Australia, 1 found that so

In South
The -

deeply did he feel on the question, that he °

thought the beat thing they could do was to
give all the teachers 12 months’ notice, and
after that give them the right to use the
schools and mnke their own charges. In this
way £170,000 & year would be saved to the
colony. If we institute a similar system,
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in the same way that the papers did. For my
purt I do not think we have anything to
thank the hon. member fur in accepting the
pesition of fifth DMinister in the Cabinet, in-
stead of second position —a position which the
Minister in this House is entitled to held. ile
has not added to the dignity of the Hounse.
‘Tae Minikrer ror Mixea (Hon, .
Wittenoom) : It was not offered to me.
Twe How. C A. PIESSE : Tarising to sup-
port the Address moved and seconded by the
Hon. Mr. McLarty wnd the Hon. Mr. Burges,
T would like to point out that it gave me
very great pleasure and grent pride—Austra-
lian pride—in my heart at the opening of Par-
linment the other day to hear Hias Excellency’s
Speech. When I say Australian pride, I say

H.

it in a Federated sense, because I look forward

before long the people will ery out against the :

burden upon the revenue.
vaised is simply n religious one, and these who
raise it deserve no good at the hands of their
fellow men. There is one other matter I
would like to refer to. I notice in the other
colonies eides are taken in the Legislative
Council for and ogninst the Government, I
think a Council should be free and independ
oent as regards their position towards the
Ministszy. So faor ns T am concerned I am
perfectly independent, and T shall always
support any mensures which are hrought
forward in the interests of law and good
government, and shall reserve my vight to
criticise any menasures, no watter by whom
hrought forward, which are notin the interests
of the colony. Before sitting down I way say
I am very curious to see how the hon.

No doubt the cvy

" at

gentleman who occupies the position of leader

of the Government in this Chamber is going
to get over the position he took up last ses-
sion agninst the Government on the Collie
and Bridgetown Railway Billa. It seems to
me that only yesterday the hon. gentleman
wag using strong language against the papers
because they refused to publish his remarks,
which were very strong against these mail-
ways, notwithstanding that he offered to pay
for their publication. In o duy or two the
hon. gentleman will have not only te bring
forward the ieasures, but he will have to
champion them, and he will then be sorry that
the pullisber of Hansard did not eerve him

to the time when we shall have hecome n great
colony. This question of lederation is one
which nt the present time we ave not fit to
enter into, for the simple reagon that we can-
not. allow ourselves to be submerged, as it
wete, to be done out of our rights, aswe should
be were it not for Prolection, All the other
colonies would rush in here it Federation were
eotered into, becanse Federation simply wmeans
Freetrade. There is no doubt about it, it is
one of those things—although we don’t want
it mentioned just now—we look forward to in
the future as one of the great steps which will
mnke us a great nation, which the world will
respect. We are not ready for it yet,
and if we were to adopt it we should
be eimply driven ont of our nwn lands.
Ag the Hon, Mr. Burges put it, our farmers
would have to leave their land and go to the
goldfields. ¥ am very glad my colleague, the
Hon. M. Crowder, has veferred to the matter
of the dredger and the horing for coul
Albany. It seems to me that the
matter of this lending Albany & dredger und a
borer, is one that has too much of the poor re-
lation about it. We ought to give Albany a
dredger permanently until all the diffi-
culties nre done awny with. We should give
them a borer also until they prove that coal
exists in the district, or that it does not.

. Albany is one of the best portein Australia, I

. might almost suy the very best harbour

in
Australia, not even excepting Sydney, because
we know that heavy storms arise in Sydney
harbour and that is the only bharbour in Aus-
trnlia which ean compare with Albany. There-
fore, T dothink that the Government, so far as
tuking away the dredger is concerned, should



Address-in-Reply.

reconsider the matter and should pause before
they take n step which is likely to do Albany
great injury. ¥f steamers stiv up the mud
there, it must be ¢lear to all that the work for
the dredger is still not yet completed. ‘There
is no doubt that with the fueds in hand we
can afford to leave this dredger at Albany for
a considerable time, nnd for my part T hope the
Government will consider this matter twice
before they decide to take it awny. ‘Phen also
with regard to the borer I hope they will find
funds to hore for coal, und prove whether it
does or dues not exist there. These are ques-
tions which the Government should take into
consideration, as they ave tothe interest of the
whole colony, and although I mention Aibany,
it ia becanse [ Jook upon it as in such a posi-
tion that work done there must benefit the
whole colony, especinlly in the way of coal
discoveries nnd harbour improvements. An-
other thing touched upon in this Speech
is the estsblishment of a forinightly ser-
vice of seteamers between Albany and
Esporance Bay. This, in my opinion,
siould be a weekly service, but it is astep in
the right direction. ‘I he time hes arrived for
a weekly sorvice, and if we want a trade with
Esperance Bay we shall huve to offer incrensed
communicution between Albany and that port.
The Government will alse have to take into
consideration the matter of the construction
of a railway from Esperance Bay to Dupdas,
The:e is no doubt the discoveries in the
vicinity of Dundas demand that a railway
shall be made. This is one of the matters
which will have to be considered at w very early
stage. With regard to the Agricultural Bank,
T am sorry that, living in the district I do,
the henefits offered by that Bank do not reach
us. It does not apply to our district generally,
as it does not apply to the Jand of the West
Australian Land Company, which Company
owns most of the land in our district. ¥ should
have liked to see some scheme whereby the
privileges of ¢ is Bank would have been ex-
tended 1o us. With regard to the lighthouses,
I hope the Governmeni will obtain the very

best appliances possible. I notice that
older countries are pulling down their
lighthouses and building new omes, with
better applinnces, and, considering

the very Iarge awount of trade which
pusses up and down our coast, I think we
should have the very best lights obtainable
at the various points. 1 trust, therefore, that
the question of expense will

(26 June, 1895.]
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taken into consideration when determining
upon the nabure of these shining lights,
I am glad to see that for the benefit of my
northern friends it is intended to opem up
Stock routea, For my part I eannot see why
if ment can be bought in the Colonies, as the
Hon. Mr. Crowder says, D1lus. of beefsteak For
sixpence, it should be s0 much dearer here.
Taking the Stock Tax, and assnming a beast to
weigh, say 800 lbs,, the duty is less than a half-
penny per pound, and if you put the duty aside it
should be delivered hereat one penny a pound,
so there is plenty of margin after we pay the
duty to hnve meat far cheaper than we have
without touching this small tax. The tax on
gheep is higher, taking the weight of a sheap at
40 1bs,, and the tax at 2a. 6d. a head which is
still less thun a penny.

‘Tue How. E. McLagry: The sheep weigh
60 pounds.

Tur How. C. A. PIESSE: Then calling it
60lbs. the tax would only be halfpenny a
pound. We sce, therefore, that the Stock
Tax is not p very heavy item. ‘Phat is the
proper way to look at this matter, and those
who would eecrifice u great industry for the
sake of a halfpenny tax are nureasonable, and
have nol the good of the country at heart.
This question wust be met in a different way
than by taking off this poor little tax. In
Tasmania the tax is £2 10s. per head, and
there they are importing thousands of cattle
from New South Wales, 'l'herefore I do think
our tax is n very small one, and in the
interest of the Northern settlers I hope it will
not he removed. With regard to the Fre-
mantle harbour works, I have had an opportu-
nity of ecing these works, and Iam very glad '
to see the munner in which they have pro-
gressed. I wish we could persuade those
pessimista who decry these works vo visit them,
and I am sure they would go away with a good
idea of them if they are reasopable men. I
think it one of the best works ever undertaken
for our colony, and would justify even more
taxaticn than we shall have to pay for it.
They may cost o willion pouads, but we can
count upon their bringing miltions in return
for the outlay. T might tell you thet I
was somewhat agninst these worka at ome
time, but wy mind wus open to conviction.
I was very much astonished to see the strength
of the works, and, therefore, I do think it
wou'd pay those¢ who are prejudiced against
them to visit these works and see for them-

not be , selves their strength. The object is not to
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benefit ¥Fremantle, so much as to open up
our beantiful river. If the other colonies
had such a river they would do the same as we
are doing. Look, for instance, at tho Yarra,
and the magnificent steamers that pass np
from Port Melbourne to Melbomrne, I hope
to see shipping in this river. 1 do not sce
that Fremantle will lose much by it. My
friend, the Hon, Mr. Crowder, logks upon it as
a matter which should not take plage. For
my part, I think it would be a very grand
thing for us tosee shipping opposite usin Perth
water, even though it would entail a certain
amount of loss to Fremantle. With regard to
the Govermment hringing in new Bilia { would
like to see a Bill brought in for e railway to
serve the Willinms, 'These 'Williamns settlers
for very many years huve been cut off from
railway privileges. I do not think any sther
" body of settiers in the colony would have sab
down so quictly and put up with the incon-
venience that they have put up with, Weall
know that the Willinms is one of the oldest
setbled districts in Western Australia,andI do
think it would be only giving these people
tardy justice to give them & branch line connec-
ting with the South Western Railway. I cannot
sny which wonld be the best route, but shoutd
I eay one that would go to Perth in the
ghortest distance would be the hest. I would
have liked 1o see, some promise of a deck for
Albany. Itis our only fortified port and the
only one justified in asking for a dock. At
any time a war might break out in which we
should be to a certain extent implicated, and
itis only right, that in the event of repairs
being wanted, steamers should be able to go
“into Albuny for them.

AN Hon. MpmBER: Perhaps the enemy
might go in.

Tee Hown. C. A. PIESSE: The port is
fortificd and they could not. I would also
have liked io seen another matier touched
upon, and that is the purchase of the
Great Southern and Midland Railways,
I mwust say I am very sorry my hon.
friend, Mr. Crowder, avoided this question,
although at election time he made it o step to
secure the votes of & number of ~cttlers in our
district. Ihave raised this question because I
am disappointed at the hon. Mr. Crowder not
bringing up this watter. He promsed our
people faithfully he would advocate the
pirchase of this railway. 14 simply amounts
to this, he used it merely as o means of getting
thewr votes. This railway, the Great Sonthemn,

[COUNCIL.]
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is the finest in the Colony, it is well constructed
and well finished, and the whole thing is in
thorough good order ; therefore I do think the
Government should try and take it over.

AN Hon. Memuer: It will not puy.

Tue Hon. C. A, VIESBE : [t will pay. The
time will come when the line will pay well.
If it ever comes to pass that the Government
dotake over the railway, I would like them to
take over the employees who have proved
themsclves able to work the line economically
and well. I hope steps will be immediately
taken by the Government to open up negotia-
tions and to have the lines placed under offer
to thew. It will be admitted that these are
the two best lines in the colony, and in tiwe to
come we shall have to pay twice the amount
for them that we could purchase them for
to-day. My object is to open up the country and
to get the lines at a time when we can doso
cheaply. I think it is the duty of the
Government to enquire into the matter, and if
possible to take steps which will open up these
three million acres of land.  With regard to
the increased revenue, and the prospects of
the Government, I would have liked to have
seen & Bill brought in for the erection of new
Parliament Houses. It seemed tome, yesterday,
when members of the vther House came down
here, that they looked exactly like a lot of
wothers put in a pen for a certain time until
they were looked over. [t seemea to be a woat
undignified position, sed [ hope hon. members
will be unanimously in favor of erecting new
Houses, something that we can be proud of, and
something we can treat people in wa we should
wish to do.

Tue Hon. F. 1. Crowper: These are quite
good enough.

Tue Hon. C. A. PIESSKE : Not at all. QOur
Supreme Court is another mabter which
we all take pride in. 'We make laws from this
place, and we ghonld like to see them adminis-
tered inasuitablebuilding. As e country mem.
ber, I hopo that the Government will see their
way to build both these Houses out of surplus
revenne. I am glad tosec that the Ecclesias-
tical Grunt is a matter that is likely to beset-
tled. I do bope it will be set at rest this
time and that the Government will deal with
the Churches in a liberal maonner. I was very
much astonished to hear the Hon. Mr, Crowder
and the Hon. Mr. Burges take exception to the
alterations which the Government propose to
make in the Tariff Act. The Governmentpro-
pose to reduce the dufies upon articles in
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general nse, not capable of being produced in
the colony, and I think it is & most reasonnble
idea. Tes, sugar, and similar things we shall
never be able to produce here. We want to
increasa the duty upon things we can produce
here, and, whilst things nre so flourishing, it is
our duty to take the duties off things which
we cannot produce. They say it will open np
the ‘lariff Act. I do not see how we can
reduce the duties without opening up
the Tariff Act. 'They fear it hecause of
the duty on flour and chafi, but the
Government do not propose to take off the
duty on things which can be produced in the
colony, 'The time will come whea the same
over-production as is in the other colonies
will trouble us here, but let ns now take off
taxes upon those things we cannot produce,
and hear the taxes upon those things which we
can prodnce. I must admit myself I have
seen meat sold at three-nnlfpence and one
penny per pound in shops in Sydney, and there
is no doubt about it, that if we protect this
country for n certain time we shall scz the
same thing here. I am very surry to see there
is such an objection to these reductions.
I should have thought it would be &
very popular iden. I hope those who ex-
press their aisapproval of it will reconsider
the matter. With regard to the reduction of
the railway vates, this does not seem to me to
go far enough ; it will henefit the consawmer
move than the producer. There is no doubt
about it our farmers cannot produce meat and
pay the rents theydo for their land,. Wehave
thousands of acres of land that will carry a
sheep fo theacre. I have proved it, but it will
not pay to take up upon the present terms.
THE How. R. G. Burazs ;: For how long.

* Tae Hox. C. A. PIESSE : Fora year or until
gold. The Governmentehould encournge these
people to clear their land, and the poison
lund especially. The Government propose to
establish markets and ocold storage in
Perth, but nothing is said about Albany and
other towna. It seems to me that one of the
principal means of bringing produce into our
cities and towns nod thus enabling the working
men to get things cheap, is to establish cold
atorage in all towns of the colony. If I had
10 lambs I could kill them and put them in o
cold storage car, and sell them at a lower rate
than conld otherwise be done. This wouldin-
duce peopleto send their produce to market.
At presept it is imnpossible to send butter to
market, and it doesnotpay tomake it, forif you

(26 Juse, 1885.]

. linssed view on the Speech before us.
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put it in the train it melts away and runs out
of the casks. With regurd to the railway rates
to the goldfields, I do think if these are found
to be unduly excessive we should reduce them.
These people on the goldfields are striving
hard to open up au industry there just ns we
agrieulturists are doing. In conclusion [
have to thank hon. memhers for the pationt
hearing they have given me.

Tue Hon. H. McKERNAN: In listening to
the very interesting epeeches to which the
House has been treated on the Address-in-
Reply, and particularly the speech of one
honorable member to-night, I am reminded of
something which occurred in this House
during lust session. I guite forget for the
mowent what the mensure was that wasbefore
the House at the time, hut the then Ceolonial
Secretary referred to mnyself as being the,
only mewber sitting in Opposition. Until
then I wus not aware thut there was nny
Opposition in this House, and I entirely en-
dorse vhe statement made by the honornble
Mr. Crowder, that there should be no Oppo-
sition, and that members should approuch all
legislative mutters in a fres and open way,
with one desire to prowmote the best interests
of the colony. Iam alse reminded in listen-
ing to these speoches of something which also
occurred in this House, and that is the high
ideal placed before the minds of honorable
members by you, Sir, and I think also the
honorable Mr. Huckett, that wembers should
eschew all parochisd mavters. That, however,
hag not been the case on the present oceasion.
Lvery member who has spoken so far has
alluded to small matters, which concern his
own particalar province, and which he wished
to bring under the notice of the Government.
I am pleased to be in a position to say that
such is not the cnse with me, and I am happy
to state thut I am able to approach matters
which are brought before the House in n apirit
of impartiality, which I hope to see emulated
by all hongrable memblers. IF there is any
doubt in the minds of honorable mem-
bers as to which side of the Moue
I  bhelong, or any notion that I am
in apposition, that notion will be disabused
rather abruptly after what I am ahout to
say. I mual join in the congratulations of
previous speakers on the satisfactory condition

: of affairs within the colony at the present

time. If we are Llossed with a good financial
position we are at liberty to express an un-
Little,
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I am sure, can be said againet the great | of the method adopted by the Government. T

amount of work contained in this Speech,
and if the country has been hungering for it,
surely, Sir, we find now we have gob it, matter
for contemplaticn and thought enough to oc-

cupy our attention for one session of Parlin.

ment. Perhaps the Government are right to
give such & prominent position to the Federa-
tion of the Colonies as they have done, and [
hope no hon, momber will consider after what
Lam about to sny with vegard to Federation,
that 1 am a faddiat. I am a “federist.” I
hope no one #ill say I am o fuddist. [ shall
approach this watter in a calm and impuartiat
gpirit, ‘I'he argument made use of in dealing
with itemn 12 wns 91hs. of beef steuk for 6d. 'The
gentleman who delivered that information to
the House is not a federationist, but hewill

_admit that if glbs. can be had for 6d. under .

Kederation, the people of Western Australia
will reap similar advantages. But it is said
in paragraph 4 that under existing civewn-
stunces the guestion is not a pressing one with
this colony. ‘I'hat is all very well. 1t is not
becanse most people ure of opinion that West-
ern Australin stunds to lose more than she cun
gain by becoming pertion of the Federul do-
minion, but that when people are educated up
to the advaniages of Federation they willfind
thet Aunstralia will be a guiner, und when they
come to expericnce the ndvantages they will be
glad thatatthis early puriod of our histovy they
had said they were in fuvor of Federation. \s
has been truly snid our markets wonld be over-
run with produce. ‘I'hat is one drawhack, hut
it is only a temporaiy ong, and with the equal-
ization of the preduction in all the colunics,
the people of Western Australia would, in the
end, undoubtedly benefit.

Tue Hox. C. B, DEMPSTER
thing ?

Tue Hon, H. McKERNAN: Under
Federation there wounld be no such thing as
importing, for there would be the wdvantuyges
of Free and mutual exchange. The people of
Australin would undoubtedly stand to one
auother, and there wonld be no loss by Federa-
tion. In reference to parngraph 5, which states
that the survay of the Donnybrook railway is
in hand, uod that a Bill will be submitted to
us authorising its construction, I must say that
1 think the manncr adopted by the Govern-
ment to provide the funds has been somewhat,
peculinr, It wiil be within the recollection of
hon. members how these funds were o'btn.'med,

Import every-

do 1ot think, however, thut it is very probable
they wiil ever get a Kalway through Parlis-
ment aygain as they bave done this one. lau
regard to the contemplated line to the Colle,
I may perhaps have ideas which will not be
acceplable 1o the mujority of hon. members.
I holl it is not the duty of the Govern.
ment to lay down this line. LIf a deposit of
eoal iy there, and to wy mind there is o very
salisfuctory deposit, it is the duty of the
Government to lease the propeity to private
enterprise which would constrnet the Railwny
and deul with the conl. When leasing I need
nof explain that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to use every precaution to protect the
mnterests of the Colony by securing a royalty.
In regurd to puragruph 7, we are told that the
gold wdustry is in u very flourishing condi-
tion. ‘This may not always be the case, and
an idea has occurved to me by which we may
aid the industry in a very effective munner.
We know that when the hend of the Govern-
went lelivers an important speech, menns are
found to huve it calided to London. It makes
2 good inpression and is o very good thing
for the Colony, and I think we might nse the
cable for the purpose of sending to London
our gold returns, so thut they could be pudb-
lished in the financiul papuers for the guidance
of British investors. An innovation in
this Colony is that known as the Agri-
cultura) Bank. I was under the impreasion
it wug a Lend Hank, but it seems it
is nut. However, it is pleasing tv know, that
it is working very successfully, although we
have no return bofore us to show what is
being done. It seems that the institution is
admirably adwinistered, although only in one
part of the colony. FPerbaps there has not
been time lor its patronage to have been ex-
tended further. If that is o, I am willing to
give further time for its development. Now
item 16. A Mint is always attractive, and it
is un inglilution which has “caught on,” in
the opinion of the people of Western Aua-
tralin. No doubt with Jarge and regular ve-
turns of gold, u Mint may greatly add to our
prestiyge, but we know that 1o addition to the
first outlay, an expenditure of about £10,000n
year will he necessary for its up-keep. Are
the ndvantages worth thut? Considering the
future pussibility of an cariy Yederation of the
colonies, I think the Mint is o mistake, because,
under the altered state of things of the future,

and it is unyecessary for me to remind them , only one Mint will he required—a Federal
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Mint. 'The pext item I will allude to is num- |
ber 17. I find, among other things, that we
are promised an Amendment of the Electora)
Law., Of conrse we do not know in what diree-
tion 1t isintend »d Lo alterthe Act, butIventure
to express the hepe that some claunse will be

found in it ewmbodying the principle of pay- i
ment of members. Tf that is done, [ am sure
hon. members will deal with it in a manner
which will be endorsed by the country. We
are frequently told iy the head of the Govern-
ment thut he is not afraid to extend the fran-
chise or to trust the people, yet at the same
time the question of payment of members
seems to come upon him and other hon. mem-
bers as the proverbisl red rag to the bull. I
say, that if we are willing to extend the fran-
chise, and sve not afraid of the people exercis-
ing it properly, we should give them credit
for electing only those who would do justice to
their claims, and act in the best interests of
the colony. The argument ayninst adopting
& principle of this sort is that certnin persons
will find their way into Lhe Legislature. That
is a mere fallacy, if we can trust the people in
the first instance. 1t is satistactory to find
that there is plenty of money in the hands of
the Government, and I am wore Lthan grati-
fied to find that the Government intend to
spend their surplus, not as they have in the
other Colonics, in establishing a large Civil
Service corps, and then after n time having a
Black Waednesday or Black Thursday, but in-
tend to devote it to remunerative works, or
works of a lasting chavacter, such as the
building of jetties, the cxtension of railways,
and more particilarly, the purchase of rolling

[26 Jowe, 1896.]

stock, Perhaps the most important itew in
the Specch is that dealing with the Pariff ;
there eeems to be a strong difference of
opinion in regard to this gnestion. ‘I'he argu-
ment generally used is that once the
Tariff Aot is touched, thare iz no tell-
ing where it will stop, but that seews
to me mno reason why we should not com-
gider the mntter, Hon. members are sent Lo
this Jfouse to deal with the legislation of tke
country, and when they say “ don’t touwch any
matter,” they put themselves in a peculiar
position; and their constituenta may passibly
have something to say in vegard to it. For
my part I am not afraid of re-opening the
question, and I would go to the extent of deal-
ing with it in a way Iam sure the people of
the colony would appreciate.  With an aver-
flowing Treasury there is no reeson why we '
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should gontinue to charge duty on stufis we
are upable to produce in the Cclony. In
regard tothe Kstamates, [ notice there isalways
a desire on the pmrt of the Government to
placate some constituencies. In one place, a
hospital has been built large enough for Perth,
but, fortunately for the people of the district,
it has not yet hud one patient. I believe a
promise has been given that a Court House and
(Haol are to be erectud in the sume district, but
L hope when the itoms come before hon. wem-
bers they will deal with them in u proper
manner. In regard to the contemplated
reduction in the tranait rates, I think this is a
step in the right divection, and T join with
those who have coogratnlated the ‘I'raffic
Manager upon bhis management of the Wail-
ways, If this recotnmendation had not come
up from him, his lack of courage might he
guestioned ; bnt when we nd that he makes
the proposal himself, he is entitled t{o some
appreciation for it.

Tue Hox, K. G. Burgrs: It was forced upon
him.

Tue How. H. McKERNAN: 'here is no
doubt o reduction has been necesswry for some
time, because it seems rvidiculous for the same
charye to be wade forn parcel from Perth to
Y¥remantle, as from Pecth to Bunbury.  With
this toreiff it is not tu be wondered nt that the
ruilwuys huve yiclded a large profit. It is
mentioned in the Speech thal some provision
for providing for the sanitation of lowns is to
conte before us. In regard to Perth particularly,
there is no donbt the Government are to he
encournged for their efforts to uid the local
anthorities in dealing with the subject. There
is no way of meeting this case excepb through
the Government, because it is simply impos.
siblcto keep the city in u proper sanitary state
out of the local rate.  Weo find people trom all
parts of the world located in Perth, and we
must have a proper system of sanitation, and it
is only right that the Governwent should come
forward nnd assist the local wuthorities with
some of the fands at its disposal. 1 have now
only torepeat what [ suid before, that [ join
withthosc who have congratulated the Govern-
ment on the Speech which they have put be-
fore ua. Before I sit down I may be allowed
at this late moment to refer to a matter which
cameon meby surprise thisevening, [refer tothe
deathof my esteemed colleague, Mr. Henty. As w
citizen he was we'l-known. He wus youthfal,
full of vigour, and fired with an nmbition to do
what in him lay for the benefit of the country
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in which helived. T think all hon. members
will recognise thecharacter of the gentleman
of whom I spesk, and I can only myself endorse
the utterance made use of by the mover and
seconder of the motion for adjournment, and
to add that his friends, who are legion, havemy
sincerest sympathy in their sad bereavement.

Tue Hon. S. J. HAYNES: I have much
pleasure in supporting thie motion, becanse in
looking through the Speech T find I am in
accord with a great porbtion of it. Certain
items I differ with, und before I sit down Iwill
touch on one or two of them. T wust in the
first place eongratulate the Goveroment on
the healthy state of its revenue, and the con-
dition of our eredit. The floating of the loan
in London at the low ratc of interest is cer-
tainly a very sure guide as tothe good position
in which we are, in the old world’s
money market, and I trusk our position
will long continue so.  So far as our revenueis
concerned, 1 hope the Government will not he
carried away by the present prosperity, but
will go ahead onubiously; for ruther tham
see the colony go ahead by u too forced
growth, 1 prefer to sec it go wmore slowly and
surely soas to aveid the disasters which have
overtuken the other Australian colonies. In
paregraph 3 I notice that the surveys of the
Donnybrook railway are vompleted, but on
that questien I hold the views which T did last
session ; stitl, if the Government can place be-
fore this House any detuils which will show
the necessity of it, I shall support it. Last
session the detnils were unsatisfactory. nnd
would not warrant any business man in voting
for it.  Personally I cannot see that anything
has oceurred since lust session to warrant the
construclion of the line, and I look forward
with pleasure to the particulars which we
shall no doubt get from the Government on
the subject. If I can then support the line
I shall be most happy to do so. It is pleasing
to see that the coal deposite are turning out so
satisfactory, but personally T am opposed to
construcking any railway to o coal field, I
consider thut whilc every inducement should
bo given, and a reasonable expenditure in-
curred in testing the field to ascertain
whether a true commercinl conl exists, the
actuul development should he left to private
enterprise. Asfar as wy own views are con-
cerned, T think it is better to throw as much
as possible on private enterprise, because there
is 0o deubt private individuals managze their
Lusiness affairs in a closer and more economi.
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cal manner than the Government. T notice
that our goldficlds are prospering mnd that
they ure iucrensing the vutput of the gold.
Our goldfields are really the bedrock of our
prosperity.  They bave induced a population
to come here, and I truet wo shnll find in the
end that they will remain and sottle on our
lnnds, At the snme time, I am sorry to find
that there is very Jittle permanent agricultural
settlement going on. We have good land, and
I trest those who come here will be im-
duced to stoy. The Government have,
I think, donc justice to Ilsperance Bay by
subsidising u steamer to that port. Although
it may be premuture at present totalk about a
railway from Esperance to Dundas, nltimately
it must come, for on account of the geograph-
ical position of Eaperance Bay, the trade must
gravitate to that port. With regard to the Fre-
muntle Harbour Works, although I reside in
Albany, I trust the remarks I shall wake on
these gigantic works will not be taken ns those
of one who hae prejudiced motives, because L
hope I can rise superior to that. The present
Government did not commit the Colony to the
gigantic scheme now being carried out, and
which to some minds is only an experiment.
It secms to me that to spend one and a half
millione of our capital on one work ia al-
together out of proportion to our requireinents.
Hesides this, it seems we are spending the
money before we have seen the necessity for the
harbour. If seems to me that we want some-
Lhing to ship before we make the harbour. I
do not begrudge Fremantle or any other port
any expenditure on harbour improvements,
but T say, and [ cxpress it strongly, that the
smount now being spent is altogether beyond
the weans of the Colony, and must be o drag
upon us lor many years to come. The dredge
at Albany is doing satisfactory work, and is a
means for inducing larpe steamers to enter the
harbour, where they would not otherwise doso,
and I trust the Governmen! will not move it
until a cowpetent surveyor has reported that
justice has been done to a harbour, which the
Colony, n8 a whole, have every reasom to be
proud of. The construction of a Mint is a
work I strongly olject to, and shall vote
aguinst. If we read weshall find from the exper-
ience of Mclbourne, what a luxury of this kind
coste. It may add toour prestige, butI think we
can get advertised well encugh without paying
£15,000 a year to establish o Mint. 'The Billa
proprsed to be introduced are not many, as far
a5 nwmbers go, but some of them are of con-
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siderablo importance, and I am sute we shall
carefully consider and deliberate upon thew.
I am glad that there nre vot many Bills,
because it shows that the Government'do not
intend to emulate the other colonies by con-
tinually tampering with the law. I think,
also, that if we have a fow Bills we shall he
shle to consider them more carefully, and
moke better legislation, I agree with the
Government in their desive to reduce the duty
on certain articles in the Tariff. Cnsidering
thoe flourishing condition which we are in, I
think it is only just that articles, which cannot
be prodnced here, should le cheapened us
much a8 possible, espocinlly when they are
such that they affect every one in the land. I
nlso agree with the proposal for taking the
éxport duties off pearl shells and sandalwood.
With respect to Clouse 24 of this Speech,
while I should be happy to see a high state
of health, not only in the City of Perth butin
other towns, I am against the Government
undertaking works for the metropolis or any
other town ab the public expense. I think
the cost of sanitation in cities should be
borne by the citizens, and if moneyis re-
quired it might be provided iy moans of some
special provigion in a Municipal Bill, by which
the Municipality iteelf imight raise the money.
It would be unjust to Lthose outside the cities
and towns to make them contribute to sanitary
schemes, and therefore Ihope when this pro-
posal comes forward hon. membere will oppose
it. In the past I have endeavoured to support
tneagures brought before us without having
any concern us to who introduced thew,und I
skall do so in the future. I consider thers
should be no partiesin this House, and that
ench member should vote as he thinks best for
the general inlerests of the colony, without
reference to party, or the Provinee he repre-
sents. 1 bave mot indunlged in any person-
alities in respect to the chunge of views on
the part of some hon. members. No doubt
some have arrived at a change of opinicn for
good reasons, and I de not intend at this stage
to druw abttention to them. I trust during
the session hon. members will vote for mea-
sures with the same intentions that I do,
pnwely, without regard to the past, and after
dealing with thew on their merits.

Tue Hon, C. E. DEMPSIER: Sir, I have
much pleasure in meeting hon. members again,
and in seeing that the same mutual feelings
exigt as they did last session. I hope they
will continue so, and I trusttbat nt all times
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we shall be actunted by one desire—the in-
tevests of the Colony, and that we shall allow
go persopal ill-will or ill-feeling to enter
upon our deliberations. I congrainlate Loth
the mover and seconder of this Address
on the sensible and able speeches they
have made. T consider the Colony has
reason to be satisfied with its position, and [
congratulate the Government on the dis-
closures they have been able to wake in the
Speech. I will now Lricfly allude to seversal
poassages contained in it, and give wy views
on them. 1t is highly satisfactory to know
thut the finunces are in a sound condition, and
that the loan has been floated at so grent o
premium, considering the reduced rute of in-
terest. I quite agree with the expressions
which have fallen from several hon. members
in regard to Federation. By Federation the
colony would lose a great deal and gain
nothing. We should be entering into com-
petition with celonies whose industries ave
fully developed, and which arc preducing
more than is required. They would then flood
our markets with their produce, to the detri-
ment of our own farmers. That being so, T
ahall oppose Federation, considering, ns [ do,
that it is against the best interests of the
Colony. ‘T'he Public Works Department de-
serven our most curcful consideration. Muny
public works are cwrried out without that
caore and attention being given to them L
think there should be. ‘They are constrneted
without consideration of the requirements of
the districts. [ have seen, in several instances,
buildings erecled at twice the cost vhey should
have been, and then without the necessary
facilities. Im the watter of hospitals, for in-
stance, I think the wedicai men in the district
should be consulted as to what is required
before any moncy is spent. The hospital at
Newcastle cost quite £3,000, and it should cer-
tainly not bave cost wore than £1,500. 1
understund that at the Northam Hozpital the
accommodation required bas not been pro-
vided. These are marvters which require cure-
ful attention. When monoy is expended, care
should bLe fakento give the must advuntages
it will possibly provide, and on no account
should money Le cxpended simply for the
purpose of expending it, because the poople
in the districts look forward to getting some
benefit from the buildings, as well as from
the expenditure of the money. The Collie
coalfield railway is referred to in the Speech,
and from what I have heard, I think there
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must be a sufficient supply of coal to justify
the expenditure. If that be so,theonly course
will he for us te ascertain which is the most
practicable route to run the line. We know
that at the present time railways can Le con-
struoted cheaper than has hitherto seemed
possible. The low rate at which the Coolgar-
die railway was taken is suflicient ev.dence to
show that iz the casc, rnd we can therefore
reasonably believe that the railways to Bridge-
town and the Collie may be constructed con-
siderably under what has been estimated. In
order to ensnre these railways being built for
the least possible money, I would advocale
that a more thorough examination of the
country be mndoe by the surveyors, who should
take with them some gentleman, resident in
the district who knows the country. I think
if this plan were adopted we should save a re-
petitien of many of the mistakes of the past.
It is only reasonable to consider that the
progress which our goldfields are now making
may not continue. ‘I'here are many reasona
why our goldfields have so rapidly progressed,
among them being the depressed state of trade
in the other Colonies and in other parts of the
world. 'This has induced persons to rush here,
whereas the same inducement some years ago
would have been overlooked. Ewven now the
other Colonies are producing as much gold as
we are, and yet we sece men coming over here
to prospecls which are no better than those
they have left.  We cannot, therefore, antici-
pate the population to flow in in the future in
the same degree us it hus in the past, and we
must, thercfore, make hay while the sun
shwes. Weshould now lay by all wecan save
from our revenue, and endeavour to provide
the interest and sinking fund for the railways
and other public worka we¢ are constructing.
The imporiunce of the Dundas field, I am glad
to see, has now made iteelf apparent to honor-
able members. Still, with the future prob-
ability of the connmection hetween Esperance
Bay and South Australia, I for one, though
connected with Esperance Bay, would be sorry
tosee a railway connecting it with Coolgardie,
inasmuch ag 1 see that it would be opening the
door to our receiving the whole of the aupplies
reguired from our Eastern neighbour, instead
of from this Colony.

Tue Hon, C. A, Piesse: It is only proposed
to take the railway $o Dundas.

Tuz Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: If it got
there it wou'd suon be carried on. Itis from
these goldficlds that we hope to get a market
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for our prodnce, and if we afford the oppor-
tunity, instead of our supplying it, the people
of South Australin will. With respect to the
purchase of the Western Australian Timber
Company’s concession, I thinkthe Government
have done the right thing; but still I cannot
close my eyes to the fact, that considering
these arrangements were dvawn up by pro-
fessional men, we ought not to have been in

this position. Tn future, we trust that mias-
takes such as these will be avoided,
and that in the ngreewents which

are entered into there will he no faws
which can be laken advantage of to
the disadvantage of the Government. At
the present time very few can cxpress an
opinion ou the advontages of the Agricaltural
Bank. It may bebeneficial, hut I am not very
sanguive, inasmuch a8 that I think that those
who can derive any henefit from it are not
wen with enough means to enable them to
enter into agriculture to an extent sufficient
to make it pany, lhese men take up small
buldings and do not know what it costs to
bring land uader cultivation, or what it in-
volves to purchase machivery. It would ther.-
fore take a far larger amount than the Bank
can reasonably advance on the securities which
can be given, toenable men without capital
to succeed. I should like to wllude particu-
larly to the advaniages of securing a proper
stock route, both for the North and the South.
I notice that nothing has heen said ahout the
South, and I do not think it should be omitied,
inasmuch as fromwn Eucla we have sheep stations
all along the coast, and a stock route is re-
quired jusi as much as it is st the North. We
are looking forward to supplying the gold-
fields’ market. We know that we have enor-
mous quantities of sheep and stock at Kim-
berley, and we should sce that they have
proper appliances to bring them to market, so
us to avoid the necessity for importing. If
weat iE to be had at moderate prices, we must
give facilities for bringing it to the centres ot
population. I cannot see the necessity of im-
porting meat when there is already plenty in
the colony.

Tue Hos. P, 'I'. Crowpgr: We are not pro-
ducing it. ’

Tue Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER : Yes, we are,
only we want the facilities to enable us to get
it to wmarket. Meat is always scarce at this
time of the year, but still we are capable of
prodncing what is required. When we con-

| sider the grest disadvantages that stock-
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owners are laboring under from the low rates
obtainahle for wool, it isonly reasonable that
we should allow them, if it is possible, to get a
foir price for their meat. If they cannot get
a fair price for theiwr ment the only alternative
is for them to throw up their statiung, because
with the low price of wool it hardly pays for
shearing the sheep. T hope hon. members will
Lear this in mind, and consider that the squat-
iers require some little protection as well as
those engoged in otherinduatries. The harbour
works at Fremantle arenn undertaking of great
wagnitude, and T conaider that the way they
are being carried out ia » subjectfor congratu-
lation, although the sum sufficient te com-
plete them, when named, is enough to make us
tremble. T feel satisfied with the work done
at Princess Royal Harbour with the steam
dredge, and I think the people of Albany have
good remson to thank the Government for
what has been done. We have every
reason to congratulate ourselves on the
fact that tho Midland Railway has at last been
completed, nnd I hope it will be of as much
benefit as we wish it to be. I ecannot help
saying that there has been nothing but difli-
culty with it up to the present time. It has
shut up a large amount of land which
otherwise might have been open for
gelection, and settlement going on upon
it The Mint is an institution which, I
think, it is undesirable for the Colony to enter
into, It may ben useful thing to coin our own
gold, but we know a Mint entails an enormons
expenditure, and T think for the present we
had better let it alone. The Ecclesiastical
Girant is u mutter we shall have to deal with,
and T hope the Ministry will deal liberally

with the Churches, because I consider it the

duty of the Colony tosupport veligious instrue-
tion as well as cther instruction in gur schools.
1 consider that at the presenttime the clergy
nre poorly paid, and when sweeping away the
Grant o liberal allowance should be made. I
agree that it is necessary to duplicate the live
to South Australia via Coolgardie, and the
fact that it is necessary showsto what extent
the Colony is progressing. I earneatly hope
that very shortly wool wiil be bringing
better prices than at present. In the
matter of the removal of the railway
workshops, I think it is our duty to support
the opinions laid before us, and have
thein shifted to the aite proposed, where there
will be pleniy of room, an unlimited supply of
water, and otheradvantages., Iam sure every-
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ope will be in favour of doing everything that
is necessary to obtain water supplies throngh-
out the cotony, and in comnection with the
sanitnry arrangements we must remember
that Perth is not the only town that requires
attending to. Mr. Foulkes has told us that
wealth is nothing without health, osnd nu
doubt, had better care been taken at Cool-
gardie, there would have bheen less fatality
than was the case last anmmer. A3 repurds
railways, wo conntry cap succeed without
them, and [ hope to see them extended in
this Colomy wherever inducement offers. 1T
hops, in conclusion, that the Colony hasarrived
at a stage of permanent prosperity ; that the
session will close as it has comiunenced, with
good feeling all ronnd, and thit mensures will
be agreed to which will he of future ndvantage
to the Colony.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES {Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): As the representative of the
Government it is with some satisfacvion that
I have heard the remarks of hon. members
upon the Speech of His Excellency the Ad-
ministrator, and I may add that they offered
some reward for the heavy efforts of Ministers
during recess, to work the colony in such &
way that the finances are in a flourishing
condition, Some hon. mewmbers referred to
the necessity for new Parlinment Houses, T
only wishh we had them now, hecause our
Chamber might then be n little warmer than
itis. T must tale this opportunity of thank-
ing those two gentlemen—the Hom. Mr.
MecLarty and the Hon. Mr. Burges for pro-
posing and seconding the Address-in-Reply.
I feel sure everyone will apprecinte the way
in which they did it, and commend them for
the well-chosen lunguage in which their
speeches were conched. T myself felt a good
deal of sympathy for the Hom. Mr. MeLarty,
beeanse he found himself in an awkward
position, and because he had hardly any light
with which to sec his notes. It would iil he-
come me totake up much time at this late hour,
but there are one or two mutters upon which
I must say & word or two. The Hon, Mr.
McLarty raised an objection to our proposal to
reduce the taxution on some articles of food,
and I have heard several other hon. members
make similar objections. The Government,
hewever, is of opinion that they must do
something to benefit the large masses of people,
but at the same time without interfering with
the revenue to any great cxteni. With this
object in view we purpose reducing the tar-
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ation on the necessaries of life which cannot
be produced in this colony. We only propose
todeal with such articles as cannot be pro-
duced here, and that being so, it will be obvious
that we do not propose to deul with the ques-
tion of the duty on stock, A question is to be
agked in another place as to whether the
Government intend to repeal the Stock Tax,
and the answer that wili be given will e a
negative one, for the present at nll cvents,
Hon. members will thus see that there is a
policy in the action of the Government.
Another qgnestion which haa been touched
upon is that relating to the railways to the
Blackwood, to the Collie. Some hon. gentle-
men have stated that as regards the latter rail-
wny, at any rate, it shonld he left to private
enterprise ; but 8o lonpg ns the present Govern.
ment remains in office they may rest assured
that this will never be allowed, for it is their
fixed inteuntion that no railways ahall be
built otherwize than by the colony. The
question of the price of meat has been
referred to a good deal this evening; but the
question involvea o policy, and does not merely
depend upon the small omount of duty in-
volved, If hon. members look at the matter
carefully they will sec that the Stock Tax is
only a means of protection to the Northern
settlers of this Colony, and it is the enly pro-
tection they can get, Everything the settlers
of the North consume is taxed more or less as
a menns of protection to the producers of the
South, and it is only fair that in return their
one producticn should rcceive a little protec-
tion. If the question is looked into it will be

seen thot the duty really means that we get-

better sheep and cattle brought here. The
freightia 3s. or 48. per head on sheep, and the
duty 2s.or 3a.,and thua itwould neverdo to ship
small and inferior sheep. It is obvious that
shippers must get the largest animals they
can, hecause it wonld never pay them with
high freights and doty to ship sheep, for
instance, weighing only 30 or 40 lbs.
ench. I mpught here state that I was
once in the position of having to buy
500 sheep iz the Victorian market, for ship.
ment here during the last drought, and I may
say, I took particular care to secure the best
sheep I could. I paid 21s. a head for some of
them, and with 7a. freight and 3s. duty, the
price was a high one, but they averaged from
80 to 1201bs, weight each. Hon. members will
thus see that it would never do to ship inferior
sheep, and we must therefore always get the
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best meat, The tax to the consumer is inflnite-
simal and ishardlyfelt. Even if it were taken
off, the consumer would not get the advantage
of it ; neither would the butchers, but the
whole of the duty would go into the pockete of
the man who imported the stock. Although
the duty iz n matter of small moment to the
consunier, it wmeans a, good deal to the producer
in this Colony. DBefore the drought sheep
were 93. a head.  Unfortunately from the
effects of the drought we lost sowmething like
three-quarters of a million sheep, and there
wus the loss of the lambs us well. Had the
Colony not suffered this disasler, our
producers would have been able to supply
the large influx of population consequent
upon the development of our gold-
fields. Still, with fair seasons, we shall, in
two orthreeyears’ time, be inasgood aposition
ngain, and I trust that this Stock Tax will be
nllowed to remain in force, until at any rate
the stations are well stocked again. It has
been said that it is not the duty of the
Governnent to take in hand matters of sanila-
tion on Lehalf of c¢ities nnd towns, and with
this view I entirely agree. I take it that
sanitation and water supply are matters of
wunicipal concern, but in this colony the cor-
porations ave not so supplied with money as
to be able to undertake works of this magni-
tude; and it is the desire of the Government
I represent, to find out from the various colo-
nies what schemes they have adopted, and
to nscertain in what way the Government can
help the corporations in pushing forward the
matters of sanitation and water supply. If
hon, members will read the Speech carefully
they will see that it does not say the Govern-
ment intend to undertake these works. It
says:—“ Owing to the increase of population,
the necessity for improving the Water Supply
and Sanitary arrangements of the larger
towns has hecome a question of much import-
ance, and a comprehensive acheme for dealing
with these matters ia heing considered by the
Government, My Ministers .are anxious to
asaist all local cfforts in the above dicection,
and a contonr survey of Perth iz now being
carried out with theohject of enabling relinble
estimates to be prepared for any drainage
or other works that may be necessary in con-
nection with the sanitation of the metropolia.”
This is very comprehensive, and it means that
the Government will nasist those who are de-
girous of helping themselves. T hope hom.
members will not go away with the idea that
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it was intended only to apply to Perth and
Fremantle. Ii is intended to apply to every
town which is prepared to uadertake any such
work, and not to one or two isolated places.
The Hon. Mr. Burges has asked why the
Government has not gone in for deep boring.
The Government desired to do =0, and called
for tenders, but there was no response. If the
Government had undertaken it, and kad at-
tempted to put down a trial hore of 2,000 ft.,
the cost of the machinery for the one work
would have been onormous ; but if we can get
someone else to find the enpital and we find
the payment, it wonld be advantageous to
every one. If we can only induce the owneras
of boring nachines to bring them here, it ia
quite possible that they may be induced to
atay, because after the Government have hadn
trinl bore some of the Gold Mining Companies
might also be inauced to test their properties
in the sume way. I do not think I need
touch on any other remarks made by
hon. members, and I will only now thank
them for the kind manner in which
they have entertained the Speech. If, how-
ever, hon. members will pardon me, I should
like to maks a small reference to my hon.
friend, Mr, Crowder. I do =0 in all good feel-
ing, and without any desire to say anything
offensive. 1he hon. gentloman has taken the
earliest opportonity of attacking we in the
position I have taken up. He wanted to know
how I wus going tc expluin my position now,
as compared with my position last session, in
regrard to the Blackwood and Collie railways.
I do notintend to explain wy position. I do
not consider that T am called npon to . ake
any explanation, 'I'he hon. gentlemun alluded
to the independence of his views ; he claimed
the right to think, speak, and vote on all ques-
tions independently, and I claim the same
privileges as the hon. member. When there is
a demand for an explaration with regard to
my conduct or the position I have taken up, I
am guite prepared to give it, but, at present,
T feel only bourd to wake pence with my
own conscience and my constituents, and I may
eay that I am, at the presentmorent, easy in
wind on both points—certainly as regards my
own conscience. Thehon. gentleman twitted me
with being inconsistent, a fault which he is
not entirely free from himself. He remarked
to-night, that iz waa absurd to attempt to do
anything with the coal, because it was costing -
us £2 a ton to get it, and yet he objected to
making a railway to thefield so as to cheapen
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the cost, Then we find the hon. gentleman
objecting to have the "I'ariff interfered with,
80 as to reduce the duty on articles of food
which cannot be produced here, and yet as
regards one article of food,—ment—he says,
take the duty off.

Tre Hon. P, T. Crowper: Because you
don’t produce it here.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H,
Wittenoom) : Take another point. The hon.
gentleman twitted me with regard to my posi-
tion in connection with the Blackweod rail-
way. Ths hon. gentleman himself has told us
that he now intends to support the railway
and yet he twits we for doing the very thing
he is about to do himself.

Tre How. F. T. Crowpex: I beg your
pardon. I said I wounld eupport it if the

- line were taken to Bridgetown, but not if it

were only to be tnken towards Bridgetown.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (MHon. E.
H, Wittenoom) : Another smull point. The
henorable gentleman entirely objects to
Federation, and yet he wants Sydney meat at
91h, for 6d. I do not object to the hovorable
gentleman heing inconsistent, He has as per-
fect o right to be inconsistent as anyone else,
but I do not see why he should twit other
people, when he himself is in a poaition in
which he should not throw stones. Tn regard
to any change of views on my part, or in regard
to my occupying the position I do here, I
shall be prepared to justify them at the proper
time and place, and, whenever I am fairly
aaked for an explanation, an answer will be
forthcoming. J brust tho remarks I have
made concerning my bonorabla friend will be
taken by him in the same spirit in which T took
his. I again thank honorable members for the
manner in which they have received His Ex-
cellency the Administrator's Speech.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at 10.40 o'clock p.m. adjourned
until the following day at 12.30 o’clock p.m.



